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MTN - GEMPLUS MANUFACTURING 
ACCEPTANCE PHONECARDS – REF N/L 44 

PG 1 paragraph 4.8 & N/L 45 PG 2  

 

During the club meeting of June 2011, Tommie 

Drinkwater requested that ATA try to establish 
more around these cards and the history around 

them. 
 

Currently this image is depicted in ATA’s 

Catalogue as Number 22, of MTN Trial, Demo 
and Test cards category. 

 
Front image; 

 
 
Obverse image; 

 
 

 
There are 11 cards in a set, and the monetary 

value of these cards is indicated as ‘tokens’ 

where 1 token is equal to 1 cent. 
 

The known values are: 500, 1000, 1500, 2000, 
2500, 3000, 3500, 4000, 4500, 5000 & 10000. 

10 sets were made available to ATA at that time, 
due to some good ‘horse-trading” by either 

Dawie Schwartz or Ken Bezuidenhout (I think?). 

Two of the sets had the 500, 2500 & 5000 cards 
missing. So in actual fact there were only 8 

complete sets.  
 

These 8 set were auctioned off by means of a 

postal bid @ R850 (11 cards) as base price. 

Unfortunately it appears as if the results of the 
auction were not recorded in any of ATA 

newsletters, thus no record of the successful 
collectors and what price were paid. If anyone 

can add more information to this or direct ATA 

to a contact within MTN, it will be appreciated. 
 

Tommie seems very interested in obtaining a set 
for his collection, so if you have more than one 

set or even want to sell your set, you can 
contact Tommie and negotiate. 

 

Ed: Dawie / Ken how about a story for us? 
 

TELKOM SA LTD – ANNUAL CHARITY CUP 
 

ATA has learnt that Telkom SA Ltd will not be 

continuing with the sponsorship of this South 
African annual football competition, so I guess 

that’s the end of a “Charity Cup” phonecard. 
This is yet another lowlight in phonecard 

collecting. 
 

SOUTHERN AFRICAN BANKNOTE SOCIETY 

– START UP - 
 

I received an email 0n 7 June from Andre du 
Toit. 

 

Dear fellow Banknote collectors 
 

For those who don’t know me please let me 

introduce myself. 
 

My name is Andre du Toit. I live in South Africa 
very close to the Oliver Tambo (Johannesburg) 

airport. 
 

I am a member of the South African Banknote 
Society (now defunct) where I also served as 

the Secretary. 
 

I am also the Regional Director of the 
International Banknote Society for Region 5 

which includes amongst others Africa. 
 

The reason for this writing is to start a new 
Banknote Society which will be called THE 

SOUTHERN AFRICAN BANKNOTE SOCIETY. The 

exact demographics will be determined by the 
members at a later stage. 
 

There is currently no official collector’s forum for 

banknotes in South Africa that I am aware of. 
 

My idea was to run this society as the IBNS 
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does. Totally electronically. All communications, 

voting etc will be done via the internet. 
 

It is therefore important that all members 

should have access to a computer. 
 

For those of you who are not familiar with the 
IBNS please logon to www.ibns.org and see 

what it is all about.  
 

At this stage all membership will be free but we 
may have to charge a small fee at a later stage 

to cover the website. I am currently negotiating 
with the IBNS to make use of a similar website 

than theirs. 
 

Furthermore I will try and get sponsors to 
finance the website. 
 

All I need from you at this stage is to let me 

know whether you would like to become 
members of the new Society. Thereafter I will 

send you application forms. 
 

The current interest is 76 people. 
 

If I have failed to contact anyone that you know 

that may be interested in joining please forward 

this letter to the as well. 
 

The main objectives of this Society will be: 
 

To foster and maintain the art of banknote 

collecting; 
 To assist and keep each other informed 

about new issues and older ones; 
 To get a swop or want list going; 
 To become a chapter in the IBNS and 

partake in their programmes 
This list will be much longer than above as we 
go along.   
 

This Society will be properly constitutionalised 

with a management team which will be elected 
by the members. 
 

Just to get the ball rolling I have appointed 
myself as the Secretary. This can be changed at 

a later stage when a committee is elected. 
 

Please let me know about your decision at your 
earliest convenience.  
 

Thank you 
 

Andre du Toit 
  

Ed: Andre’s email is: bluebull.andre@gmail.com 
 

RUGBY WORLD CUP 2011 – NEW ZEALAND 
 

Unfortunately there does not seem to be any 

country producing RWC 2011 phonecards. There 

are rumors that New Zealand will be doing 
something, however nothing has been 

confirmed. 
 

The closest to any memorabilia known is a set of 

205, “Trading cards” which will be in South 

African stores from Mid July 2011 onwards. They 
are produced by bigballcards. Visit their web 

site: www.bigballcards.com  
 

 

 
 

 

AUGUST 2011 MEETING 
 

Our club meeting will still be on the 7th August. 

The braai arrangements will be finalised on the 
day for the next weekend. 

 
 

JANUARY 2012 MEETING DATE 
 
 

 

The clubs January 2012 meeting will be held on 
the 15

th
 January, to accommodate our 

International member, Rolf visit. 
 

 

 

OUR FRENCH INTERNATIONAL MEMBER 
SPRINGS A SURPRISE VISIT 

 

Monique Salmon is making a habit of popping in 
and out of South Africa these days. She made a 
surprise visit to our July meeting on route to 
Swaziland 
 
Ed: You are always welcome. 
 

http://www.ibns.org/
http://www.bigballcards.com/

