
 

The African Telatelist 
 

Newsletter 179 of the African Telately Association – May 2013.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

WAR SHIPS – (Ricky Ingham) 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 
A warship is a ship that is built and primarily 
intended for combat. As well as being armed, 
warships are designed to withstand damage and 
are usually faster and more manoeuvrable than 
merchant ships. Unlike a merchant ship, which 
carries cargo, a warship typically only carries 
weapons, ammunition and supplies for its crew. 
Warships usually belong to a navy, though they 
have also been operated by individuals or 
companies. 
 

 
 

 
 
In wartime, the distinction between warships and 
merchant ships is often blurred. In war, merchant 
ships are often armed and used as auxiliary 
warships, such as the Q-ships of the First World 
War and the armed merchant cruisers of the 
Second World War. Until the 17th century it was 
common for merchant ships to be pressed into 
naval service and not unusual for more than half 
a fleet to be composed of merchant ships. Until 
the threat of piracy subsided in the 19th century, 
it was normal practice to arm larger merchant 
ships such as galleons. Warships have also 
often been used as troop carriers or supply 
ships, such as by the French Navy in the 18th 
century or the Japanese Navy during the Second 
World War. 

The age of galleys 

 
In the time of Mesopotamia, Ancient Persia, 
Ancient Greece and the Roman Empire, the 
most common type of warship was the galley 
(such as biremes, triremes and quinqueremes), 
a long, narrow vessel powered by banks of 
oarsmen and designed to ram and sink enemy 
vessels, or come alongside the enemy so its 
occupants could be attacked hand-to-hand. 
 
 However with the development of catapults in 
the 4th century BC and the subsequent 
refinement of its technology enabled the first 
fleets of artillery equipped warships by the 
Hellenistic age. With the political unification of 
the Mediterranean Sea in the 2nd and 1st 
centuries BC, naval artillery fell out of use. 
 
Throughout late antiquity and the Middle Ages 
until the 16th century, naval warfare relied on the 
ship itself, used as a ram, the swords of the 
crew, and various missiles such as bows and 
arrows and bolts from heavy crossbows fixed on 
a ship's bulwarks. Naval warfare primarily 
involved ramming and boarding actions, so 
warships did not need to be particularly 
specialized. 
 

The age of sail 

 
Naval artillery was redeveloped in the 14th 
century, but cannon did not become common at 
sea until the guns were capable of being 
reloaded quickly enough to be reused in the 
same battle. The size of a ship required to carry 
a large number of cannons made oar-based 
propulsion impossible, and warships came to 
rely primarily on sails. The sailing man-of-war 
emerged during the 16th century. 
 
By the middle of the 17th century, warships were 
carrying increasing numbers of cannon on their 
broadsides and tactics evolved to bring each 
ship's firepower to bear in a line of battle. The 
man-of-war now evolved into the ship of the line.  
 
In the 18th century, the frigate and sloop-of-war 
– too small to stand in the line of battle – evolved 
to convoy trade, scout for enemy ships and 
blockade enemy coasts. 
 

Steel, steam and shellfire 
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During the 19th century a revolution took place in 
the means of propulsion, armament and 
construction of warships. Steam engines were 
introduced, at first as an auxiliary force, in the 
second quarter of the 19th century. 
 
 
The Crimean War gave a great stimulus to the 
development of guns. The introduction of 
explosive shells soon led to the introduction of 
iron, and later steel, armour for the sides and 
decks of larger warships. The first ironclad 
warships, the French Gloire and British Warrior, 
made wooden vessels obsolete. Metal soon 
entirely replaced wood as the main material for 
warship construction. 
 
From the 1850s, the sailing ships of the line were 
replaced by steam-powered battleships, while 
the sailing frigates were replaced by steam-
powered cruisers. The armament of warships 
also changed with the invention of the rotating 
barbettes and turrets, which allowed the guns to 
be aimed independently of the direction of the 
ship and allowed a smaller number of larger 
guns to be carried. 
 
The final innovation during the 19th century was 
the development of the torpedo and 
development of the torpedo boat. Small, fast 
torpedo boats seemed to offer an alternative to 
building expensive fleets of battleships. 
 

The Dreadnought era 
 
The all-big-gun steam-turbine-driven battleship 
HMS Dreadnought. 
 
Another revolution in warship design began 
shortly after the start of the 20th century, when 
Britain launched the all-big-gun battleship 
Dreadnought in 1906. Powered by steam 
turbines, she was bigger, faster and more heavily 
gunned than all existing battleships, which she 
immediately rendered obsolete. She was rapidly 
followed by similar ships in other countries. 
 
Britain also developed the first battlecruisers. 
Mounting the same heavy guns as the 
Dreadnoughts on an even larger hull, 
battlecruisers sacrificed armour protection for 
speed. Battlecruisers were faster and more 
powerful than all existing cruisers, which they 
made obsolete, but battlecruisers proved to be 
much more vulnerable than contemporary 
battleships. 
 
The torpedo-boat destroyer was developed at 
the same time as the Dreadnoughts. Bigger, 
faster and more heavily gunned than the torpedo 
boat, the destroyer evolved to protect the capital 
ships from the menace of the torpedo boat. 

 

Second World War 
 

During the lead-up to the Second World War, 
Germany and Great Britain once again emerged 
as the two dominant Atlantic sea powers. 
Germany, under the Treaty of Versailles, had its 
navy limited to only a few minor surface ships. 
But the clever use of deceptive terminology, such 
as "pocket battleships" deceived the British and 
French commands. They were rudely surprised 
when ships such as the Admiral Graf Spee, 
Scharnhorst, and Gneisenau constantly raided 
the Allied supply lines. The greatest threat 
though, was the introduction of the 
Kriegsmarine's most lethal weapons, the 
Bismarck and Tirpitz. The Bismarck was sunk in 
a wild, short series of sea battles in the north 
Atlantic, while the Tirpitz caused a bit of a stir 
before being knocked out by the Royal Air Force. 
The British Royal Navy gained dominance of the 
European theatre by 1943. 
 
 

Russian Typhoon class submarine 

 
The Second World War brought massive 
changes in the design and role of several types 
of warships. For the first time, the aircraft carrier 
became the clear choice to serve as the main 
capital ship within a naval task force. World War 
II was one of the only wars in history in which 
several battles occurred between groups of 
carriers. World War II saw the first use of radar 
in combat. It brought the first naval battle in 
which the ships of both sides never engaged in 
direct combat, instead sending aircraft to make 
the attacks, in the Battle of Coral Sea. 
 

Development of the submarine 

 
The first practical submarines were developed in 
the late 19th century, but it was only after the 
development of the torpedo that submarines 
became truly dangerous (and hence useful). By 
the end of the First World War submarines had 
proved their potential. During the Second World 
War the German Navy's submarine fleet of U-
boats almost starved Britain into submission and 
inflicted huge losses on US coastal shipping. 
 
 The success of submarines led to the 
development of new anti-submarine convoy 
escorts during the First and Second World Wars, 
such as the destroyer escort. Confusingly, many 
of these new types adopted the names of the 
smaller warships from the age of sail, such as 
corvette, sloop and frigate. 
 

Development of the aircraft carrier 

 
A major shift in naval warfare occurred with the 
introduction of the aircraft carrier. First at Taranto 
and then at Pearl Harbor, the aircraft carrier 
demonstrated its ability to strike decisively at 
enemy ships out of sight and range of surface 
vessels. By the end of the Second World War, 
the carrier had become the dominant warship. 
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Modern warships 

 
Modern warships are generally divided into 
seven main categories, which are: aircraft 
carriers, cruisers, destroyers, frigates, corvettes, 
submarines and amphibious assault ships. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Battleships encompass an eighth category, but 
are not in current service with any navy in the 
world. Only the deactivated American Iowa-class 
battleships still exist as potential combatants, 
and battleships in general are unlikely to re-
emerge as a ship class without redefinition. The 
destroyer is generally regarded as the dominant 
surface-combat vessel of most modern blue 
water navies.  
 

 
 
However, the once distinct roles and 
appearances of cruisers, destroyers, frigates, 
and corvettes have blurred. Most vessels have 
come to be armed with a mix of anti-surface, 
anti-submarine and anti-aircraft weapons. Class 
designations no longer reliably indicate a 
displacement hierarchy, and the size of all vessel 
types has grown beyond the definitions used 
earlier in the 20th century. Another key 
differentiation between older and modern 

vessels is that all modern warships are "soft", 
without the thick armor and bulging anti-torpedo 
protection of WWII and older designs. 
 
Most navies also include many types of support 
and auxiliary vessels, such as minesweepers, 
patrol boats and offshore patrol vessels. 
 

 
 
 

TYPES OF WARSHIPS 
 

 Armored cruiser 

 Amphibious assault ship 

 Aircraft carrier – a warship primarily 

armed with combat aircraft. 

 Battlecruiser – a ship with battleship level 

armament and cruiser level armor; typically 

faster than a battleship because the 

reduction in armor allowed mounting of 

heavier propulsion machinery. 

 Battleship – a large, heavily-armoured and 

heavily-gunned warship. A term which 

generally post-dates sailing warships. 

 Bireme – an ancient vessel, propelled by 

two banks of oars. 

 Capital ship – The largest and most 

important ships in a nation's fleet 

 Commerce raider 

 Corvette – a small, lightly armed, but fast 

ship. 

 Cruiser – a fast independent warship. 

Traditionally, cruisers were the smallest 

warships capable of independent action. 

Now virtually disappeared from the oceans, 

along with battleships and battlecruisers. 

 Destroyer – a fast and highly manoeuvrable 

warship, traditionally incapable of 

independent action (originally developed to 

counter the threat of torpedo boats) but 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armored_cruiser
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commerce_raider
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corvette
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cruiser
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torpedo_boat
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now the largest independent warship 

generally seen on the ocean. 

 Dreadnought – an early 20th century 

battleship, which set the pattern for all 

subsequent battleship construction. 

 Fast attack craft 

 Fireship – a vessel of any sort, set on fire 

and sent into an anchorage with the aim of 

causing destruction and forcing an enemy 

fleet to put to sea in a vulnerable state. 

 Frigate - A frigate (pron.: /ˈ frɪ ɡ ɨ t/) is any 

of several types of warship, the term having 

been used for ships of various sizes and 

roles over the last few centuries. 

 Galleass – a sailing and rowing warship, 

equally well suited to sailing and rowing. 

 Galleon – a 16th century sailing warship. 

 Galley – a warship propelled by oars with a 

sail for use in a favourable wind. 

 Guided missile destroyer 

 Gunboat - is a naval watercraft designed for 

the express purpose of carrying one or 

more guns to bombard coastal targets, as 

opposed to those military craft designed for 

naval warfare, or for ferrying troops or 

supplies. 

 Heavy cruiser - Is a type of cruiser, a 

naval warship designed for long range and 

high speed, armed generally with naval 

guns of roughly 203mm calibre (8 inches in 

caliber) and displacing approximately 

10,000 tons. While the general mission of 

the heavy cruiser to act as a fast scout for a 

battle fleet and protect and hunt down 

commerce was largely unchanged from the 

days of sail, its design parameters were 

dictated by the Washington Naval Treaty of 

1922 and the London Naval Treaty of 1930. 

 Helicopter carrier – an aircraft carrier 

especially suited to helicopters and 

amphibious assault. 

 Ironclad – a wooden warship with external 

iron plating. 

 Longship – a Viking raiding ship. 

 Man-of-war – a sailing warship. 

 Minesweeper – is a small naval warship 

designed designed to counter the threat 

posed by naval mines. Minesweepers keep 

waterways clear for shipping. 

 Minehunter -  is a naval vessel that actively 

detects and destroys individual naval mines. 

 Minelayer - is the act of deploying explosive 

mines. Historically this has been carried out 

by ships, submarines and aircraft. 

Additionally, since World War I the 

term minelayer refers specifically to a naval 

ship used for deploying naval mines -  

 Missile boat 

 Monitor – a small, heavily gunned warship 

with shallow draft designed for land 

bombardment. 

 Naval trawler - is a vessel built along the 

lines of a fishing trawler but fitted out 

for naval purposes. Naval trawlers were 

widely used during the 

First and Second world wars. 

 Naval drifter - is a boat built along the lines 

of a commercial fishing drifter but fitted out 

for naval purposes. The use of naval drifters 

is paralleled by the use of naval trawlers. 

 Offshore patrol vessel - The offshore 

patrol vessels are usually the smallest ship 

in a navy's fleet that are large and 

seaworthy enough to patrol off-shore in the 

open ocean. In larger militaries, such as in 

the United States military, offshore patrol 

vessels usually serve in the coast guard, but 

many smaller nations navies operate these 

type of ships. 

 Pocket battleship - The 

Deutschland class was a series of 

three Panzerschiffe ("armored ships"), a 

form of heavily armed cruiser, built by 

the Reichsmarine officially in accordance 

with restrictions imposed by the Treaty of 

Versailles. The class, which comprised the 

ships Deutschland, Admiral Scheer, 

and Admiral Graf Spee, were all stated to 

displace 10,000 long tons (10,000 t) in 

accordance with the Treaty, though they 

actually displaced 10,600 to 12,340 long 

tons (10,800 to 12,540 t) at standard 

displacement. Despite violating the weight 

limitation, the design for the ships 

incorporated several radical innovations to 

save weight. They were the first major 

warship to use welding and all-diesel 
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propulsion. Due to their heavy armament of 

six 28 cm (11 in) guns, the British began 

referring to the vessels as "pocket 

battleships". TheDeutschland class ships 

were initially classified as Panzerschiffe or 

"armored ships", but 

the Kriegsmarine reclassified them as heavy 

cruisers in February 1940. 

 Pre-dreadnought battleship 

 Protected cruiser 

 Quinquereme – an ancient warship 

propelled by three banks of oars. On the 

upper row two rowers hold one oar, on the 

middle row – two rowers, and on the lower 

row – one man to an oar. 

 Ship of the line – a sailing warship capable 

of standing in the line of battle. 

 Sloop - A sloop (from Dutch sloep, in turn 

from French chaloupe) is a sail boat with a 

single mast and a fore-and-aft rig. In the 

USA a sloop may have one, two or three 

head-sails forward of the mast--the term 

cutter not generally being used for sailboats. 

In the rest of the English speaking world, a 

sloop has only one head-sail and if a vessel 

has two or more head-sails, she is termed a 

'cutter' and its mast may be set 

further aft than on a sloop. 

 Submarine – a ship capable of remaining 

underwater for extended periods. 

Submarines in the world wars could stay 

under for less than a day, but development 

of nuclear reactors and air-independent 

propulsion allows submarines to stay 

submerged for weeks, even months at a 

time. 

 Torpedo boat – a small, fast surface vessel 

designed for launching torpedoes. 

 Trireme – an ancient warship propelled by 

three banks of oars. 

 
 

List of naval ship classes in service 
 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 
The list of naval ship classes in service includes 
all combatant surface classes in service 
currently with navies or armed forces and 
auxiliaries in the world. Ships are grouped by 
type, and listed alphabetically within. 
 

1 - Aircraft carriers - Giuseppe Garibaldi (551) 
 

 
 

2 - Cruisers - Príncipe de Asturias (R 11) 
 

 
 

3 - Destroyers -  (USS Barry) 
 

 
 

4 - Frigates - HMNZS Te Mana (F111)   

 
 

5 - Corvettes - Steregushchy ( 530 ). 
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6 - Large patrol vessels - ITS Comandante 
Foscari 
 

 
 
 

7 Minor surface combatants 
 

7.1 - Missile boats - Wiesel (S79) 
 

 
 

7.2 - Torpedo boats 
 

 
 

7.3 -  Patrol boats-  HMS Smiter 
 

 
 

8 - Mine warfare vessels 
 

8.1 - Mine countermeasures vessels 

 

 
8.2 -  Minehunters - Kulmbach class mine 
hunters 
 

 
 

8.3 - Minesweepers - Siegburg (M1098) 
  

 
 

8.4 – Minelayers 
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9 - Amphibious warfare vessels 
 

9.1 - Amphibious assault ship 
 

 
 

9.2 - Amphibious transport docks 
 

 
 

9.3 - Landing Ship Tank (LST) 
 

 
 

9.4 - Medium landing craft 
 

 
 

9.5 - Hovercraft landing craft 
 

 

10 - Other naval vessels 
 

1 - Command and support ships - KV 
Nordkapp (W 320) in the Adventfjord, 
Spitsbergen  
 

 
 

2 - Hospital ships - USNS Mercy leaving San 
Diego Bay 
 

 
 

 

3 - Replenishment ships - Berlin (A1411) 
 

 
 

4 - Tankers and oilers - HNLMS Amsterdam 
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5 – Tenders – Tender A516 Donau in 
Warnemünde 
 

 
 

6 - Service vessel 
 

 
 

7 – Tugs 
 

 
 

8 – Icebreakers -  Endurance berthed at HMNB 
Portsmouth 
 

 
 

9 - Surveillance and intelligence vessels - 
USNS Impeccable 
 

 
 

10 - Research and scientific vessels 
 

 
 

11 - Logistical support ships - USNS Bob 

Hope in harbor at Souda Bay in Crete, Greece  
 

 
 

12 - Training ships - HMS Bristol 
 

 
 

LIST OF SUBMARINE CLASSES 
 
1 - Ballistic missile submarines 
2 - Guided missile submarines 
3 - Nuclear-powered attack submarines 
4 - Diesel-electric attack submarines 
5 - Non-nuclear submarines with Air-independent 
propulsion 
6 - Special mission submarines 
 

  

Above: Greek Phonecard depicting a submarine 
(Image supplied by Cedric Edwards) 
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