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(PIRI REIS MAP - 500 YEARS OLD THIS 
YEAR)  – (Cedric Edwards)

 
When I was young and still at school, we were 
taught that in 1492 the brave Christopher 
Columbus boldly went where no man had ever 
been, sailing west to discover new lands for the 
Spanish king and an alternative route to India. 
 

With his three little caravels he ventured into 
uncharted waters, the domain of sea monsters 
and possibly to the edge of the earth. 
 

We also read stories of the Irish monk Brendan 
 (it was a Catholic school) who crossed the 
Atlantic in a coracle and of Lief Ericssen in the 
Vinland Sagas, but no one really believed in 
them then. 
 

Our history books also extolled the fearless feats 
of Ferdinand Magellan, or at least some of his 
crew, who were the first in 1520 to 
circumnavigate the globe. This after, by chance, 
discovering the straits in Teirra del Feugo that 
today bear his name. 
 

It now transpires that both Columbus and 
Magellan may have been brave, but not so bold - 
They had maps!!! 
 

Which means that someone had to have boldly 
gone before them and charted the coast of 
America. 
 

In his books on the travels of the Chinese 
Treasure Fleets under the command of Admiral 
Zheng He, Gavin Menzies attempts to prove that 
this someone was the Chinese. They had sailed 
the world and mapped most of it 70 years before 
Columbus set out. 
 

These maps were passed on to the west in 1434 
when a Chinese delegation visited the city states 
of Italy. The maps then made their way to 
Portugal via Dom Pedro, the brother of Henry the 
Navigator and future king of Portugal. Both 
Columbus and Magellan had worked for Portugal 
before changing their allegiance to Spain. 
 

One of the maps mentioned in Gavin Menzies 
books is the Piri Reis Map, the subject of an 
eight card phone card puzzle issued by Turkey in 
2003. 
 

The Piri Reis map was compiled by the Ottoman  
Admiral Piri Reis in 1513. 500 years ago this 
year and 6 years before Magellan started out on 
his epic voyage. It is based on several older 
maps which unfortunately have been lost over 
the years. 
 

It is currently housed in the Top Kapi Museum in 
Istanbul. 
 

 
Above: 8 Card Puzzle (Turkey) 
 

According to Menzies it shows the southern tip of 
South America, including the Straits of Magellan 
and the pack ice to the south and the east. It 
also has pictures of animals that lived in the 
area. ( on cards 4, 7 & 8 ) Thus proving that 
someone had been there long before Magellan. 
Cabral and Vespuccio never ventured further 
south than Beunos Aires. 
 

Magellan himself said that he had seen a map. 
After quelling a mutiny by hanging, drawing and 
quartering its leaders, he solemnly swore to his 
men that there was a strait which led to the 
Pacific. “He knew it well and had seen it on a 
marine chart of the King of Portugal”. From 1505 
to 1512 Magellan had been employed by the 
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Portuguese in East Africa. 
 

Historians had always put out that Magellan was 
just bluffing to pacify his men as no one was 
supposed to have been there before. However, 
he was probably telling the truth, and his map 
and the Piri Reis map could have been drawn 
from the same source - the Chinese maps drawn 
almost 100 years before! 
 

 
 
Above: Phonecard from Portugal - Henry the 
Navigator. 
 
 

 

Above: Phonecard from Haiti – Arrival on the 
Island. 
 

 

Above: Phonecard from Venezuela – the three 
ships. 
 

 

Above: Christopher Columbus on Santa María in 

1492. 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 
La Santa María de la Inmaculada 
Concepción (Spanish for The Holy Mary of the 

Immaculate Conception), or La Santa María, 
was the largest of the three ships used 
by Christopher Columbus in his first voyage. Her 
master and owner was Juan de la Cosa. 
 
 
 

 The Santa María was probably a medium sized 

nao (carrack), about 58 ft (17.7 m) long on deck, 

"very little larger than 100 toneladas" (100 tons, 

or tuns) burthen, or burden, and was used as 

the flagship for the expedition. The other ships of 

the Columbus expedition were the 

smaller caravel-type ships Santa Clara, 

remembered as La Niña ("The Girl"), 

and La Pinta ("The Painted One"). All these 

ships were second-hand (if not third or more) 

and were never meant for exploration. 

The Niña, Pinta, and the Santa María were 

modest sized merchant vessels comparable in 

size to a modern yacht, and not the largest ships 

in Europe at the time. The exact measurements 

of length and width of the three ships have not 

survived, but good estimates of their size can be 

judged from contemporary Spanish and 

Portuguese ship wrecks from the late 15th and 

early 16th centuries; These include the ballast 

piles and keel lengths of the Molasses Reef 

Wreck and Highborn Cay Wreck in the 

Bahamas. Both were caravel type vessels 22 m 

(72 ft) in length overall, 12.6 m (41 ft) keel length 

and 5 to 5.7 m (16 to 19 ft) in width, and rated 

between 100 and 150 tons burden.
[4]

 The Santa 

María, being Columbus' largest ship, was only 

about this size, and the Niña and Pinta were 

even tinier, at only 50 to 70 tons burden (updated 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carrack
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tun_(unit)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burthen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flagship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caravel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ni%C3%B1a
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinta_(ship)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yacht
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molasses_Reef_Wreck
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molasses_Reef_Wreck
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Length_overall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Mar%C3%ADa_(ship)#cite_note-4
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dimensional estimates are discussed below in 

the section entitled Replicas). 

The Santa María was built in Castro-

Urdiales, Cantabria, in Spain's north-east. It 

seems the ship was known to her sailors 

as Marigalante, Spanish for "Gallant Maria". The 

naos employed on Columbus's second 

voyage were named Marigalante and Gallega.  

Bartolomé de Las Casas never used La 

Gallega, Marigalante or Santa María  in his 

writings, preferring to use la Capitana or La Nao. 

The Santa María had a single deck and 

three masts. She was the slowest of Columbus's 

vessels but performed well in the Atlantic 

crossing. After engaging in festivities and 

drinking, Columbus ordered that the crew 

continue sailing to Cuba late into the night. One-

by-one the crew kept falling asleep until only a 

cabin boy was steering the ship which caused 

the ship to run aground off the present-day site 

of Cap-Haïtien, Haiti on December 25, 1492, and 

was lost.  

Realizing that the ship was beyond repair, 

Columbus ordered his men to strip the timbers 

from the ship. The timbers from the ship were 

later used to build La Navidad (Christmas) 

because the wreck occurred on Christmas Day, 

north from the modern Limonade. The anchor of 

the Santa María now resides in the Musée du 

Panthéon National Haitien (MUPANAH), in Port-

au-Prince, Haiti.  

The CREW: 

Columbus's crew was not composed of criminals 

as is widely believed. Many were experienced 

seamen from the port of Palos in Andalusia and 

its surrounding countryside, as well as from the 

region of Galicia in northwest Spain. It is true, 

however, that the Spanish sovereigns offered an 

amnesty to convicts who signed up for the 

voyage; still, only four men took up the offer: one 

who had killed a man in a fight, and three friends 

of his who had then helped him escape from jail.  

Despite the romantic legend that the Queen of 

Spain had used a necklace that she had 

received from her husband the King as collateral 

for a loan, the voyage was principally financed by 

a syndicate of seven noble Genovese bankers 

resident in Seville (the group was linked 

to Amerigo Vespucci and funds belonging 

toLorenzo di Pier Francesco de Medici). Hence, 

all the accounting and recording of the voyage 

was kept in Seville. This also applies to 

the second voyage, even though the syndicate 

had by then disbanded. 

The crew of the Santa Maria is well-known, albeit 

in many cases, there are no surnames and the 

crewman's place of origin was used to 

differentiate him from others with the same given 

name. 

 Cristobal Colon (Christopher 

Columbus), captain-general 

 Juan de la Cosa, owner and master 

 Pero Nino, pilot 

 Diego de Arana, master-at-arms 

 Pedro de Gutierrez, royal steward 

 Rodrigo de Escobedo, secretary of the 

fleet 

 Rodrigo Sanchez, comptroller 

 Luis de Torres, interpreter 

 Bartolome Garcia, boatswain 

 Chachu, boatswain 

 Cristobal Caro, goldsmith 

 Juan Sanchez, physician 

 Antonio de Cuéllar, carpenter 

 Diego Perez, painter 

 Domingo Vizcaino, cooper 

 Lope, joiner 

 Maestre Juan 

 Rodrigo de Jerez 

 Alonso Chocero 

 Alonso Clavijo 

 Andres de Yruenes 

 Bartolome Biues 

 Bartolome de Torres 

 Diego Bermudez 

 Domingo de Lequeitio 

 Gonzalo Franco 

 Jacomel Rico 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Mar%C3%ADa_(ship)#Replicas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castro-Urdiales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castro-Urdiales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantabria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbus%27s_second_voyage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbus%27s_second_voyage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bartolom%C3%A9_de_Las_Casas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mast_(sailing)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cap-Ha%C3%AFtien
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haiti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Navidad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limonade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palos_de_la_Frontera
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andalusia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galicia_(Spain)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Genoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seville
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amerigo_Vespucci
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lorenzo_di_Pier_Francesco_de_Medici
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbus%27s_second_voyage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Columbus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Columbus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_de_la_Cosa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diego_de_Arana
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 Juan, servant 

 Juan de Jerez 

 Juan de la Placa 

 Juan Martines de Acoque 

 Juan de Medina 

 Juan de Moguer 

 Juan Ruiz de la Pena 

 Marin de Urtubia 

 Pedro Yzquierdo 

 Pedro de Lepe 

 Diego de Salcedo, servant of 

Columbus 

 Rodrigo Gallego, servant 

 Pedro de Terreros, cabin boy 

REPLICAS: 

Very little is known definitively about the actual 

dimensions of this vessel, since no 

documentation or illustration has survived from 

that era. Interest in reconstructing the Santa 

María started in Spain at around 1890 for the 

400th anniversary of Columbus's voyage. The 

1892 reconstruction, by the Spanish 

government, depicted the ship as a nao. A 

subsequent replica built in 1929 depicts 

the Santa María as a caravel without the 

high forecastle of the nao. As the ship is most 

commonly considered to have been a nao, the 

1992 reconstruction returned to that 

model,
[14]

 and is generally considered to be an 

authoritative representation of modern 

consensus among academics and historians. 

The 1992 replica was built by the Scarano 

Brothers Boat Building Company in Albany who 

later cut the ship in half with a chainsaw and 

transported it by semi-truck to the Scioto 

River in Columbus, OH who paid for the replica 

in 1990. The replica cost about 1.2 million 

dollars. The ship was constructed out of white 

cedar wood as opposed to an oak wood used on 

the original to give the ship a long life in the 

Scioto River and to save on cost. The main mast 

was carved out of a single douglas fir tree like 

the original and was equipped with a top sail 

(since removed). The ship was built using power 

tools, with a hull length of 29.6 m (97 ft), keel 

length 16.1 m (53 ft), beam 7.9 m (26 ft), depth 

3.2 m (10 ft) and load 223.8 metric 

tons of displacement. The foremast is 9.7 m 

(32 ft) high, the main mast is 15.9 m (52 ft) 

and mizzen mast is 10.4 m (34 ft). The replica 

was declared by Jose Maria Martinez-Hidalgo, 

an internationally recognized Spanish marine 

historian, to be the most authentic replica of 

the Santa María in the world during the ship's 

coronation on October 12, 1991: 

"I have studied Christopher Columbus 

for nearly fifty years. I can state that 

this Santa María has been perfectly 

rebuilt. Many compliments to the 

builders. I can think of only one real 

difference between this replica and the 

real Santa María. One was built in 

Europe, this one was built in America." 

The mayor of Columbus, Dana 

Rinehart later christened the ship as part of 

the 500 year anniversary of Columbus 

sailing to the New World. It was rumoured 

that during the first christening of the ship, 

that the bottle did not break which is seen 

as bad luck. The replica has been a sight for 

tourism ever since.  

Anchored in "Deep Sea Adventure 

Lake", West Edmonton Mall's Santa 

María is another replica located in Canada. 

Built at False Creek in Vancouver, British 

Columbia, the ship was hand-carved and 

hand-painted and then transported in flatbed 

trucks across the Rocky Mountains 

to Edmonton, Alberta.  

The functional replica of Santa María was 

built on the island of Madeira, between July 

1997 and July 1998, in the fishing village of 

Camara de Lobos by Robert Wijntje, a 

dutchman and by local craftsmen. Length of 

that ship is 22 m (72 ft), and width of 7 m 

(23 ft). In 1998, the Santa 

María represented the Madeira Wine Expo 

98 in Lisbon, where she was visited by over 

97 thousand people in only 25 days. Since 

then thousands more have sailed and 

continue to sail aboard that Santa 

María which is situated in Funchal.  
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