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Bird - Crane – (C.Edwards)
Life

Overview
A crane is a type of tall wading birds from
the family Gruidae (order Gruiformes).

There

are 15 species in 4 genera. The tallest is the
Sarus Crane,Grus antigone, which can grow to a

Cranes are omnivores. They eat many kinds
of plants, reptiles, small mammals and other
birds. The average life time of a crane is from 20
to about 25 years. Cranes are highly social birds
that live in large flocks. All species of cranes are

height of up to 1.8 m (5.9 ft),

migratory if only in some over a small distance.

Cranes look a lot like herons but they are usually
larger, and have a partly naked head, and a
more heavy bill. When they are flying, their long
neck is stretched out in front, and the
legs trail out behind.
The earliest fossils of cranes were discovered
in North America. Living forms are living
everywhere

all

over

the

world

except

in Antarctica and South America, but populations
of

lots

are

endangered

by

hunting

and habitat destruction.

Description
Above: Pine,Plum and Cranes, by Shen Quan

Cranes are tall birds with long legs. They are

(1682-1760): hanging scroll, ink and colour on

usually brown, white, or gray in their color. There

Silk. The Palace Museum, Beijing.

are over 15 kinds of species of cranes. They
look

rather

like herons.

The Whooping

Reproduction

Crane (Grus americana) is the tallest American

Cranes usually build their nests in marshy areas

bird. Adults

and lay two eggs at a time. Cranes can make

stand

5

feet

a wingspan of up to 7 feet.

tall

and

have

-2sounds that are heard from far away. Cranes

many breeding programmes there are now about

dance special dances when they mate, and they

600. One of the most successful breeding

include stepping quickly, high leaps, stretching,

programmes

and bowing. Crane chicks grow very quickly and

documentary in which young birds were taught

at

develop

their ancestoral migration route by flying behind

their flight feathers. Cranes are very vocal. They

a microlight from Wisconsin to Florida and back

use several different types of calls. They also

again in spring.

two

to

four

months,

they

was

the

subject

of

a

TV

communicate with their bodies.
The cranes beauty and spectacular dance has

Behaviour

made them highly symbolic birds in many
All cranes are able to defend themselves quite

cultures.

well. They are mostly quite large, and peck, kick
and batter opponents with their wings. They are

Greek and Roman myths often portray the dance

territorial, and males will fight even more

of the crane as a love of joy and a celebration of

vigorously than usual at mating seasons.

life. The crane was often associated with Apollo

Zookeepers use acrylic riot shields to protect

and the subject of one of Aesops fables.

themselves against crane attacks.

Evolution

In Greek the name for the crane is GERANOS
from which we get Geranium – cranes bill – the

Cranes are an ancient type of wading bird. Their

shape of the seed head.

first definite fossils are in the Eocene epoch, The

Cranes are revered in China and Japan as

rails (family Rallidae) are their nearest relatives

symbols of good luck, longevity and fidelity.

in the order Gruiformes, and most of the other
groups in the Gruiformes are flightless birds.

In Chinese mythology they are a sign of

These lived in forests, and left little or no fossil

immortality and nobility, wth gods and other

record.

immortals often shown riding on the backs of
cranes.

Threatened

The red crowned crane was almost declared the
The biggest threats to cranes are hunting
and habitat destruction. Cranes need large areas
of

habitat.

All

cranes

are protected by

national bird of China. But the idea was scapped
when officials realised that its specic name was
GRUS JAPONENSIS – the Japanese crane!

international agreement. and except for the
common crane are listed as endangered.

Red crowned cranes breed in Siberia in summer
and migrate to China, Japan , Korea and further

The common crane, GRUS GRUS, breeds in the

south for the winter.

northern parts of Europe and Asia in summer
and winters in Southern Europe, North Africa

It is one of the three holy creatures of Japan and

and the Middle East. Their population is stable at

a favourite subject of origami. Legend promises

around 200,000 birds. Like most cranes they are

that anyone who folds 100 oragami cranes will

monogamous. They pair in their second or third

be granted a wish by the cranes.

year but may take several years to breed.
After World War 2 became a symbol of peace
One of the rarest cranes is the Whooping crane.

and the innocent victims of war through the story

By 1941 there were only 21 birds, but through

of Sadako Sasaki. Suffering from leukemia as a

-3result of the atomic bombs, and knowing that
she was dying, she undertook to make 1000
oragami cranes before her death at the age of
12.
After her death, she became an international
symbol of the innocent victims of war and
remains a heroine to many Japanese girls.
SOUTH AFRICAN CRANES

Above: Black Necked Crane - Qinghai-Tibetan

There are three species of crane in South Africa

Plateau in China, Ladakh in India, Yunnan-Guizhou

The blue crane, ou national bird, the wattled

Plateaus in China,Bhutan, Arunachal Pradesh -

crane and the grey crowned crane. The blue

declining

crane is emdemic to South Africa whilst the other
two are also fould to the north in Africa. The grey
crowned crane is the only SA crane to appear on
a phone card, one from Poland and a few from
Uganda. It also appears on the Ugandan flag
and coat of arms

There are 15 Species of Cranes
All 15 species of cranes found in the world can
be seen in only one place: The International
Crane Foundation in Baraboo, Wisconsin.

Here is a complete list of where they
are found in the wild and how they are
trending:

Above: Blue Cranes - national bird of South Africa ,
northern Namibia, in and around Etosha Pan declining

Above: Brolga Crane - Australia - stable

Above: Black Crowned Cranes - Across Africa,
Senegal and Gambia, national bird of Nigeria to Nile
River basin in Sudan and Ethiopia. – declining

-4is the national bird of Uganda. East African - declining
with South African - stable

Above: Hooded Crane - southeastern Russia and
Above:

Demoiselle Crane

-

47

countries

northern

China.

Russia-Mongolia-China

border

throughout the world. Asia, Kazakhstan/central Asia,

region, the Japanese island of Kyushu. in southern

and Kalmykia - abundant. Near the Black Sea -

Japan, in South Korea, and at several sites along the

declining, the Atlas plateau of northern Africa, and

middle Yangtze River in China. -declining

Turkey - near extinction.

Above: Red- Crowned Crane - temperate East Asia
and in Japan, China, and the Korean Peninsula-

Above: Eurasian Crane - Europe, western Russia,

declining

central Asia - stable to increasing with some loss in
migration areas

Above: Sandhill Cranes - World’s most abundant North America, extending into Cuba and far

Above: Grey Crowned Cranes - Tanzania Angola,
Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, and South Africa.
Uganda,

Kenya,

Tanzania,

Burundi,

Rwanda,

Democratic Republic of Congo, northern Zimbabwe,
and northern Mozambique, The Grey Crowned Crane

northeastern Siberia- stable to increasing!
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Above: Sarus Crane - World’s tallest, India and the
western half of Nepal’s Terai Lowlands Pakistan,

Above:

Indochina. Myanmar, Vietnam, and Cambodia.

northeastern China, southeastern Russia. the Yellow

Yunnan

Province

(China)

and

Lao

White

Naped

Crane

-

Mongolia,

People’s

River delta, wetlands in the middle Yangtze River

Democratic Republic, in northeastern Australia –

valley, through the Korean peninsula, in the

declining

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) between North and South
Korea, the Japanese island of Kyushu outside the city
of Izumi- declining.

Above: Siberian Cranes - north-eastern Siberia and
middle Yangtze River in China. along the south coast
of the Caspian Sea in Iran and just south of the Ob
River east of the Ural Mountains in Russia - RAPID
decline

Above: Whooping Cranes - Wisconsin, Florida –
increasing.

Source: From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
On the next few pages is a comprehensive
collection of “crane” phonecards from Cedric
Edwards collection.
Should any members have additional images
please contact Cedric and provide him with an

Above: Wattled Crane - eleven sub-Saharan

image.

countries in Africa,the highlands of Ethiopia, Zambia.
Okavango Delta of Botswana – declining

Variations i.t.o. font or obverse information were
not depicted.
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Above: Poland Phonecard

Above: Phonecard from Poland

Above: Congo Phonecard

Above: Phonecard from Poland

Above: Phonecard from Korea

Above: Sweden Phonecard

Above: China Phonecard
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Above: China Phonecard
Next 6 Phonecards are all from China
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Above: Hong Kong Phonecard

Above: Japan Phonecard

Above: Japan Phonecard

Above: New Zealand Phonecard

Above: Japan Phonecard

Above: German Phonecard

Above: Phonecard from Korea

Above: Uganda Phonecard

-9DERIK FINDS INTERESTING ARTICLE INTERNATIONAL ROAMING FOR MTN
USERS

Above: Uganda Phonecard

Please be advised that MTN has launched an
international roaming service called “Roam like
Home”. The service allows MTN users to enjoy
lower roaming tariffs comparable to local rates in
all the countries in which MTN operates.
You can manually select MTN when you are
roaming in countries in which MTN operates. If
you do not select MTN as your preferred network
then your device may automatically select other
providers who may charge higher rates.

Above: Korea Phonecard

For detailed info including tariffs and the list of
countries, please go to
https://www.mtn.co.za/everyday_services/Roami
ngInternational/Pages/Roam-like-Home.aspx
MTN BRIEF PROFILE
Since its incorporation in 1994, MTN has been
driven by its vision to be the leading
telecommunications provider in emerging
markets. The company’s background in South
Africa
strikingly began with the end of apartheid and
the accession of Nelson Mandela to the
presidency of the country in 1994
In 2010, MTN’s turnover hit ZAR 114.7 billion or
GBP 9.6 billion. The company’s geographical
reach was to 3 continents:Africa, Asia (Middle East) and parts of Europe.
MTN has commanding shares in operations in
21 countries namely:
South and East Africa (SEA):
South Africa, Swaziland, Botswana, Rwanda,
Uganda and Zambia.
West and Central Africa (WECA):
Nigeria, Cameroon, Benin, Congo Brazzaville,
Cote d’ivore, Ghana, Guinea Conakry, Guinea
Bissau and Liberia
Middle East and North Africa (MENA):
Afghanistan, Cyprus, Iran, Sudan, Syria and
Yemen

Above two images : - Front & Obverse of a SIM
card from China (Heilongjiang Province)

It’s Staff strength as at 2010 was 34,558
employees.

