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UNESCO – World Heritage Sites-Part 1(W.Stobrawe)  

 
The United Nations 

Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (French: 

Organisation des 

Nations unies pour 

l'éducation, la science 

et la 

culture; UNESCO; /juː ˈ nɛ skoʊ /) is 

a specialized agency of the United 

Nations (UN). 

Its purpose is to contribute to peace and security 

by promoting international collaboration through 

education, science, and culture in order to 

further universal respect for justice, the rule of 

law, and human rights along with 

fundamental freedom proclaimed in the UN 

Charter. It is the heir of the League of 

Nations' International Commission on Intellectual 

Cooperation. 

UNESCO has 196 member states and nine 
associate members Most of the field offices are 
"cluster" offices covering three or more 
countries; there are also national and regional 
offices. 

UNESCO pursue its objectives through five 
major programs: education,  natural sciences, 
social and human sciences, culture, and 
communication and information. 

Projects sponsored by UNESCO include literacy, 
technical, and teacher-training programmes; 
international science programmes; the 
promotion of independent media and freedom of 
the press; regional and cultural history projects; 
the promotion of cultural diversity; translations of 
world literature; international cooperation 
agreements to secure the 
world cultural and natural heritage (World 
Heritage Sites) and to preserve human rights, 
and attempts to bridge the worldwide digital 
divide. It is also a member of the United Nations 
Development Group. 

UNESCO's aim is "to contribute to the building of 
peace, the eradication of poverty, sustainable 

development and intercultural dialogue through 
education, the sciences, culture, communication 
and information". 

Other priorities of the organization include 
attaining quality Education For All and lifelong 
learning, addressing emerging social and ethical 
challenges, fostering cultural diversity, a culture 
of peace and building inclusive knowledge 
societies through information and 
communication. 

 The broad goals and concrete objectives of the 
international community — as set out in the 
internationally agreed development goals, 
including the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG) — underpin all UNESCO's strategies and 
activities. 

History:- UNESCO and its mandate for 
international co-operation can be traced back to 
the League of Nations resolution on 21 
September 1921, to elect a Commission to study 
the question. The International Committee on 
Intellectual Co-operation (ICIC) was officially 
created on 4 January 1922, as a consultative 
organ composed of individuals elected based on 
their personal qualifications. The International 
Institute for Intellectual Cooperation (IIIC) was 
then created in Paris on 9 August 1925, to act as 
the executing agency for the ICIC. On 18 
December 1925, the International Bureau of 
Education (IBE) began work as a non-
governmental organization in the service of 
international educational development  However, 
the work of these predecessor organizations was 
largely interrupted by the onset of World War II. 

After the signing of the Atlantic Charter and 
the Declaration of the United Nations, the 
Conference of Allied Ministers of Education 
(CAME) began meetings in London which 
continued between 16 November 1942 to 5 
December 1945. On 30 October 1943, the 
necessity for an international organization was 
expressed in the Moscow Declaration, agreed 
upon by China, the United Kingdom, the United 
States of America and the USSR. This was 
followed by the Dumbarton Oaks 
Conference proposals of 9 October 1944.  

Upon the proposal of CAME and in accordance 
with the recommendations of the United Nations 
Conference on International 
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Organization (UNCIO), held in San Francisco in 
April–June 1945, a United Nations Conference 
for the establishment of an educational and 
cultural organization (ECO/CONF) was 
convened in London 1–16 November 1945 with 
44 governments represented. A prominent figure 
in the initiative for UNESCO was Rab Butler, 
the Minister of Education for the United 
Kingdom.  At the ECO/CONF, the Constitution of 
UNESCO was introduced and signed by 37 
countries, and a Preparatory Commission was 
established. The Preparatory commission 
operated between 16 November 1945, and 4 
November 1946—the date when UNESCO's 
Constitution came into force with the deposit of 
the twentieth ratification by a member state. The 
first General Conference took place from 19 
November to 10 December 1946, and elected 
Dr. Julian Huxley to the post of Director-
General. The Constitution was amended in 
November 1954 when the General Conference 
resolved that members of the Executive Board 
would be representatives of the governments of 
the States of which they are nationals and would 
not, as before, act in their personal 
capacity. This change in governance 
distinguished UNESCO from its predecessor, the 
CICI, in terms of how member states would work 
together in the organization's fields of 
competence. As member states worked together 
over time to realize UNESCO's mandate, 
political and historical factors have shaped the 
organization's operations in particular during the 
Cold War, the decolonization process, and the 
dissolution of the USSR.  

Among the major achievements of the 
organization is its work against racism, for 
example through influential statements on race 
starting with a declaration of anthropologists 
(among them was Claude Lévi-Strauss) and 
other scientists in 1950 and concluding with the 
1978 Declaration on Race and Racial 
Prejudice In 1956, the Republic of South Africa 
withdrew from UNESCO claiming that some of 
the organization's publications amounted to 
"interference" in the country's "racial 
problems. South Africa rejoined the organization 
in 1994 under the leadership of Nelson Mandela. 

UNESCO's early work in the field of education 
included the pilot project on fundamental 
education in the Marbial Valley, Haiti, started in 
1947 This project was followed by expert 
missions to other countries, including, for 
example, a mission to Afghanistan in 1949. In 
1948, UNESCO recommended that Member 
States should make free primary education 
compulsory and universal. In 1990 the World 
Conference on Education for All, in Jomtien, 
Thailand, launched a global movement to 
provide basic education for all children, youths 
and adults. Ten years later, the 2000 World 
Education Forum held in Dakar, Senegal, led 
member governments to commit to achieving 
basic education for all by 2015.  

UNESCO's early activities in the field of culture 
included, for example, the Nubia Campaign, 
launched in 1960. The purpose of the campaign 
was to move the Great Temple of Abu Simbel to 
keep it from being swamped by the Nile after 
construction of the Aswan Dam. During the 20-
year campaign, 22 monuments and architectural 
complexes were relocated. This was the first and 
largest in a series of campaigns 
including Mohenjodaro (Pakistan), Fes (Morocco
), Kathmandu (Nepal), Borobudur (Indonesia) 
and the Acropolis (Greece). The organization's 
work on heritage led to the adoption, in 1972, of 
the Convention concerning the Protection of the 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage. The World 
Heritage Committee was established in 1976 
and the first sites inscribed on the World 
Heritage List in 1978. Since then important legal 
instruments on cultural heritage and diversity 
have been adopted by UNESCO member states 
in 2003 (Convention for the Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage) and 2005 
(Convention on the Protection and Promotion of 
the Diversity of Cultural Expressions). 

An intergovernmental meeting of UNESCO in 
Paris in December 1951 led to the creation of 
the European Council for Nuclear 
Research (CERN) in 1954. 

Arid Zone programming, 1948–1966, is another 
example of an early major UNESCO project in 
the field of natural sciences. In 1968, UNESCO 
organized the first intergovernmental conference 
aimed at reconciling the environment and 
development, a problem which continues to be 
addressed in the field of sustainable 
development. The main outcome of the 1968 
conference was the creation of UNESCO's Man 
and the Biosphere Programme.  

In the field of communication, the free flow of 
information has been a priority for UNESCO 
from its beginnings. In the years immediately 
following World War II, efforts were concentrated 
on reconstruction and on the identification of 
needs for means of mass communication 
around the world. UNESCO started organizing 
training and education for journalists in the 
1950s. In response to calls for a "New World 
Information and Communication Order" in the 
late 1970s, UNESCO established the 
International Commission for the Study of 
Communication Problems, which produced the 
1980 MacBride report (named after the Chair of 
the Commission, the Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Seán MacBride). Following the 
MacBride report, UNESCO introduced the 
Information Society for All  programme and 
Toward Knowledge Societies programme in the 
lead up to the World Summit on the Information 
Society in 2003 (Geneva) and 2005 (Tunis). 

In 2011, Palestine became a UNESCO member 
following a vote in which 107 member states 
supported and 14 opposed.  Laws passed in the 
United States in 1990 and 1994 mean that it 
cannot contribute financially to any UN 
organisation that accepts Palestine as a full 
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member. As a result, it will withdraw its funding 
which accounts for about 22% of UNESCO's 
budget. Israel also reacted to Palestine's 
admittance to UNESCO by freezing Israel 
payments to the UNESCO and imposing 
sanctions to the  Palestinian Authority, claiming 
that Palestine's admittance would be detrimental 
"to potential peace talks".  

Below are some phonecard images and images 
depicting the UNESCO logo or referencing an 
UNESCO heritage site:- 

 

Above: This is a Slovakian phonecard 

 

 

Above: This is the front & obverse of a Mexico 
(Ladatel) phonecard. See the UNESCO logo 

 

Above: Slovakia Phonecard – Spisska Kapitula 

The town consists of St. Martin's Cathedral 
(dedicated to St. Martin of Tours); a former 
monastery; and a single street, all of mediaeval 
construction and enclosed by a wall. The lower 
gate gives a spectacular view of Spiš Castle, 
located on an opposite hill. 

Spišská Kapitula became the main seat of the 
church administration in the region in the 12th 
century. In 1776 it became the seat of the 
Diocese of Spiš (Szepes). (The present bishop, 
the 14th, is Mgr. Štefan Sečka). 

The cathedral was built between the 13th and 
15th centuries in the Romanesque and Gothic 
styles. It is one of the largest and most 
interesting Romanesque monuments in 
Slovakia. It contains many mediaeval carved 
altars and is the resting place of many lords of 
Spiš Castle; the 15th century carved marble 
tombstones of the Zápoľský family are of 
exceptional quality. A recently restored wall-
painting from 1317 depicts the coronation of 
Charles Robert of Anjou as the King of Hungary; 
another painting in the cathedral is the source for 
the provisional name of the anonymous Master 
of Kirchdrauf. 

Spišská Kapitula was visited by Pope John Paul 
II in 1995. 

 

Above: Slovakia Phonecard - Church of the Holy 
Spirit. It is neskoromanska sacral building from 
the second half of the 13th century located in the 
village of Zehra district Ves in the Kosice region. 
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Above: Slovakia Phonecard - Vlkolinec is situated 
in the centre of Slovakia, and is a remarkable 
intact unitary settlement of a characteristic central 
European type with log-built architecture, which is 
often found in mountainous areas. 

The layout of the town has remained virtually 
unchanged and the architectural style has been 
full retained. There are 45 unaltered buildings in 
the ensemble, retaining many early constructional 
features. 

 

Above: Slovakia Phonecard – Piarska Brana 

Renaissance storey building, built in 1554 as 
part of the city fortification system. In the 18th 
century Baroque style. The city walls were 
vytvorárané each other by connecting the outer 
wall of each home. Major roads into the city were 
closed as five gates. Of these, the only 
preserved gate Piargska. This Renaissance gate 
was adorned in Baroque style in the 18th 
century. It was built in 1554 as a part of the 
fortification system poll which had two parallel 
lines and individual houses connected by walls. 
The main roads leading to the town were 
protected by six gates, of them only the Piarg 
Gate has been preserved. 

 

In c. 220 B.C., under Qin Shi Huang, sections of 
earlier fortifications were joined together to form 
a united defense system against invasions from 

the north. Construction continued up to the Ming 
dynasty (1368–1644), when the Great Wall 
became the world's largest military structure. Its 
historic and strategic importance is matched only 
by its architectural significance. 

The Great Wall was continuously built from the 
3rd century BC to the 17th century AD on the 
northern border of the country as the great 
military defense project of successive Chinese 
Empires, with a total length of more than 20,000 
kilometers. The Great Wall begins in the east at 
Shanhaiguan in Hebei province and ends at 
Jiayuguan in Gansu province to the west. Its 
main body consists of walls, horse tracks, watch 
towers, and shelters on the wall, and includes 
fortresses and passes along the Wall. 

The Great Wall reflects collision and exchanges 
between agricultural civilizations and nomadic 
civilizations in ancient China. It provides 
significant physical evidence of the far-sighted 
political strategic thinking and mighty military and 
national defence forces of central empires in 
ancient China, and is an outstanding example of 
the superb military architecture, technology and 
art of ancient China. It embodies unparalleled 
significance as the national symbol for 
safeguarding the security of the country and its 
people. 

 

Above: Thailanda Phonecard - Great Wall of 
China 

 

Stonehenge and Avebury, in Wiltshire, are 
among the most famous groups of megaliths in 
the world. The two sanctuaries consist of circles 
of menhirs arranged in a pattern whose 
astronomical significance is still being explored. 
These holy places and the nearby Neolithic sites 
are an incomparable testimony to prehistoric 
times. 
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The Stonehenge, Avebury, and Associated Sites 
World Heritage property is internationally 
important for its complexes of outstanding 
prehistoric monuments. 

It comprises two areas of chalkland in Southern 
Britain within which complexes of Neolithic and 
Bronze Age ceremonial and funerary 
monuments and associated sites were built. 
Each area contains a focal stone circle and 
henge and many other major monuments. At 
Stonehenge these include the Avenue, the 
Cursuses, Durrington Walls, Woodhenge, and 
the densest concentration of burial mounds in 
Britain. At Avebury, they include Windmill Hill, 
the West Kennet Long Barrow, the Sanctuary, 
Silbury Hill, the West Kennet and Beckhampton 
Avenues, the West Kennet Palisaded 
Enclosures, and important barrows. 

 

Above: Thailanda Phonecard – Stonehedge 

 

Historic Centre of Rome, the Properties of the 
Holy See in that City Enjoying Extraterritorial 
Rights and San Paolo Fuori le Mura 

Founded, according to legend, by Romulus and 
Remus in 753 BC, Rome was first the centre of 
the Roman Republic, then of the Roman Empire, 
and it became the capital of the Christian world 
in the 4th century. The World Heritage site, 
extended in 1990 to the walls of Urban VIII, 
includes some of the major monuments of 
antiquity such as the Forums, the Mausoleum of 
Augustus, the Mausoleum of Hadrian, the 
Pantheon, Trajan’s Column and the Column of 
Marcus Aurelius, as well as the religious and 
public buildings of papal Rome. 

 

 

Above: Two Phonecards from Italy 

The Dome of the Rock is 
located at the visual 
center of a platform 
known as the Temple 
Mount. It was constructed 
on the site of the Second 

Jewish Temple, which was destroyed during the 
Roman Siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE. 

Muslims believe the location of the Dome of the 
Rock to be the site of the Islamic miracle of the 
Isra and Miraj. Caliph Omar ibn al Khattab (579-
644) was advised by his associate, Ka'ab al-
Ahbar, a Jewish rabbi who converted to Islam, 
that the Night Journey (Isra and Mi'raj), which is 
mentioned in the Quran and specified by the 
hadiths of being located in Jerusalem, took place 
at the site of the former Jewish Temples. 

 

Above: Jordan phonecard 

 

 

 


