
Northgate Shopping Centre was built during the time when ‘bigbox’ discounters became the fashion. 

The successes of Pick & Pay Hypermarket first launched in Brackenfell, Cape Town, was instrumental in the 

development of Northgate Hyper. With dreams of creating a centre offering convenience when most people 

bought groceries once a month or once a week from a value ‘bigbox’ tenant, Sasol Pension Fund joined 

forces with architect Bental Abramson and builder Wilson Bailey Homes to make their dreams a reality – 

Northgate Shopping Centre was the answer. 

The location of the centre was in accordance with the convenience of being close to the Malibongwe 

(then Hans Strydom Drive) and Northumberland intersection, which made access from the West, South 

and East of the centre a real possibility. 

Northgate has grown from strength to strength, expanding and improving on shoppers’ experience to keep 

up with the metropolitan market’s high expectations. Phase One of Northgate was the Pick & Pay Hyper and 

a few line shops, ending at the current Wimpy and Jeauval hairdressers. Certain shops traded onto the 

Pick & Pay till line and a few more shops to the outside. The mall spanned a total area of 31 00sqm – humble 

beginnings. Phase Two created an additional 35 000sqm and opened up in Spring 1993. This phase 

extended to Ster Kinekor and the Northgate Ice Arena. Phase Three and Four opened in 1998 adding 

12 000 sqm to the mall. It consisted of the Woolworths, Edgars and line shops. The fifth phase was added 

only years later and the final, most ambitious phase was Phase Six – the Lifestyle Centre, which followed 

in 2008 bringing Northgate to what it is today.                     
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