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SOME INTERESTING CARDS FROM DAWIE 

SCHWARTZ COLLECTION - (C. Edwards)  
 

While going through Dawie's collection I found 
an interesting chip card produced in South Africa 
for use elsewhere. 

 

 
 
 
The SOLIDARIDAD card was a benefit card 
developed by Altech Smartcards for the 
Secretariate for Commerce and Foment of 
Industry in Mexico. 
 
The benefit was for nursing mothers who were 
entitled to a certain amount of milk and tortillas 
each day depending on the number of small 
children they had. These had to be collected 
from a specific distribution point at a specific 
time. 
 
One of the cards shown here entitled Vallego 
Flores Juan Carl of Monterrey N. L.to collect her 
handout during the period 7.15 to 7.30 each 
morning. Much better than handing out cash! 

 

 
 

 
Above: Typical obverse image of Solidaridad 
chip card. 
 
Another interesting card was a telephone card 
from NAGORNO- KARABAKH. 
 
In the article on phone cards of the Caucasus in 
our newsletter no. 163,  

 

 
 
we mentioned NARGORNO-KARABAKH but did 
not include a phone card from there as I could 
not find one! 
 
However, going through Dawie's cards there was 
one in his collection of card technology. 
Doing some research later, I discovered that 
there were three known cards, all supposedly 
fakes! 
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Above: Nagorno-Karabakh phonecard 
 

NAGORNO-KARABAKH 
 

 
 
NAGORNO-KARABAKH is a small de facto 
independent state wedged between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. It is thought that Armenians moved 
into the region in about the 7th Century BC. 
 

The majority of people are Armenian Christian. 
The country has an area today of about 11500 
sq km, the population is only about 150,000 and 
the capital is Stepanakert, a city of 53,000 
people. 
 

NAGORNO-KARABAKH is not a particularly rich 
country. It has some copper and gold. Karabakh 
rugs are well known worldwide. They do make a 
very strong vodka out of mulberries – and 
mulberry raisins! 
The Caucasus region has a volatile mix of ethnic 
and religions groups that harbour very ancient 
hatreds and rivalries. Pressure from Turkish, 
Persian and Russian invaders at different times 
has created artificial borders and added to the 
tension. Borders drawn up after WW1 did not 
help as they had nothing to do with ethnicity but 
more with the interests of the major powers. 
 

In 1918, during the Russian civil war, there was 
conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan, both 
part of the Russian Empire, over their mutual 
border. Stuck in the middle, the people of 
NAGORNO-KARABAKH declared themselves 
an independent state. 
The British arrived after WW1, to protect their 

interest in Iran, and decided that NAGORNO-
KARABAKH should be part of a new Azerbaijan. 
 

The Bolsheviks marched in in 1920 and 
promised that it would be part of the newly 
created state of Armenia. 
 

Trying to persuade Turkey to embrace 
Communism, they changed their minds. They 
gave half on Armenia back to Turkey and 
created an Autonomous Oblast within Azerbaijan 
for NAGORNO-KARABAKH. 
The Soviets kept a lid on local rivalries, but as 
their control waned, in 1988 the Peoples 
Deputies in NAGORNO-KARABAKH voted by a 
majority of 110 to 17 for union with Armenia. This 
triggered clashes with their Azeri neighbours. 
 

The Soviet authorities try to intervene and 
unwisely decreed that it should remain in 
Azerbaijan. The Azeri's then abolished the 
Autonomous Oblast and brought the region 
under direct Azeri rule. 
 

So the people of NAGORNO-KARABAKH, 
through a referendum, declared themselves an 
independent state. 
 

Soviet mediation did not help and a full scale war 
broke out between the Azeri's and Armenians. 
This ended in a ceasefire in May 1994. After the 
war NAGORNO-KARABAKH claimed all the land 
between its original border and Armenia, 
increasing its size from 4400 sq km to 11458sq 
km. 
 

Both Armenia and Azerbaijan are now 
independent states recognised by the 
international community. NAGORNO-
KARABAKH unfortunately is not. It is still seen 
as part of Azerbaijan by United Nations and is 
recognised only by a few states – mainly those 
not recognised by the West. 
However, it is for all intents and purposes 
independent with its own government, 
administration and flag. There is no input from 
Azerbaijan. 
 

Azerbaijan, with its capital BAKU on the Caspian 
Sea, is of major strategic importance to the USA. 
It borders on both Russia and Iran, two of their 
declared enemies. It is the gateway to the oil 
reserves of the Caspian, Kazakhstan and other 
countries to the east. 
 

A pipeline through Azerbaijan and Georgia 
diverts oil that once flowed through Russia. 
The USA and World Bank have invested millions 
in Azerbaijan. Armenia on the other hand has 
little to offer the USA other than the thousands of 
refugees that left Turkish persecution in the early 
1900's. 
 

There is very little likelihood therefore, that 
NAGORNO-KARABAKH will be accepted as an 
independent state by the West in the near future. 
 

Sadly democracy is seemingly less important 
than oil. 
 

Interestingly NAGORNO-KARABAKH is a 
member of the “Unrepresented Nations and 
Peoples Organisation” which has its 
headquarters in Holland. 

 


