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20 year Bash in Retrospect - (A.de.Klerk) 
 
If there is one thing that ATA can properly 

organise, it is a function. The ATA 20th 

Anniversary was certainly no exception. The 

concept was born during February 2015 ATA 

club meeting and it took place on 21 May 2016 

at The Venue Lodge Hotel on the R512 on the 

way to Hartebeespoortdam. 

 

On the 20th May – (Friday) Warwick, Anton, 

Cedric and Hans started with the lay out of the 

vendors’ tables and the ten frame ATA 

exhibition. 
 

Lunch for the 4 of us was great and then it was 
the big wait for some of ATA members to arrive 
at the venue and it was certainly very good to 
see so many old friends after all these years. A 
braai was held during the evening and some 
horse trading (as usual), took place. 
 

Members came from literally all over the world to 
attend this event – Monique Salmon from Paris 
(not Parys), Mike Evert from Cape Town, 
Reginald Moodley from Durban, Koos van 
Rensburg from Kimberley, Vernon Mitchell from 
Port Elizabeth and Tommie Drinkwater from 
Potchefstroom. 
 

Everybody was up early on Saturday morning as 
the vendors were there very early to set up their 
trading areas. There was everything for 
everybody – from books to phonecards, from 
coins and banknotes to rugby cards and from 
toys to militaria and general collectables.  
 

It was a bit of a disappointment that there were 
so few feet during the day as ATA and Clinton 
put in a lot of effort in order to advertise the 
event. 
 

The main event of the day (as has been proven 
at all previous philatelic meetings), the majority 
of people arrive just before the auction, browse 
at a few of the stalls and then disappear after the 
conclusion of the auction. Nothing was different 
at this event. 
 

Saturday evening will go down in the records of 
ATA as the flagship event. Warwick and his 
family had pulled out all the stops to make sure 
that all the attendees had a wonderful 
remarkable evening. The attendees could not 
have asked for a better evening to spend in the 
company of friends.   
The two main speakers were excellent and had 
everybody riveted to their chairs. Dr Ian 

Matherson spoke about “are you a Collector or a 
Hoarder”? and Dr Heinz Wirz spoke about “The 
territory of the Matebele and Mashona). After 
Ian’s presentation it was agreed that all 
collectors are hoarders, are sick and that there is 
currently no cure for us (it is doubtful whether 
there will be a cure in future). With Ian’s kind 
permission ATA may publish his presentation in 
a future newsletter. 
 

As usual there were opportunities for everybody 
to participate in the various competitions and 
even if one did not win one of the big prizes, ATA 
(and Warwick in particular) ensured that all the 
members got something – even if it was just a 
pink cowboy hat! 
 

Warwick again went out of his way once again to 
award achievement certificates and pins to 
members.  
 

The winners of the prizes on offer by ATA were 
the following: 
Raffle Draw: Nicki Ras – Free weekend 
accommodation for two at the Venue Country 
Hotel. 
Survivor Draw: Dineka Ras – Paid holiday to the 
value of R2300-00 at either Buffelsdrift, 
Potchefstroom, Bergville, Oyster Bay or 
Fouriesburg. 
(How lucky can one family be – Nicki even drew 
her own numbers to win her prize! Spare a 
thought for Tommie Drinkwater who lost in the 
final). 
 

The evening came to an end far too early. With 
the singing of Amanda fading away it was time to 
say goodnight and go to bed at around midnight.  
 

Breakfast was attended by all who stayed over 
for the night. The final horse trading took place 
(lucky for Mike Evert) and then it was time to say 
good bye. What Warwick’s response was when I 
told him that May 2017 would be ATA’s 21st 
birthday is not for a magazine of this caliber. But 
may we not wait another 10 years to get together 
again! 
 

One final thing that was evident – ATA’s circle of 
friends does not only include its members.  
Thanks to Heinz, Ian, Marge, Stuart, Rykie and 
Hennie for joining us on the evening! 
 

See enclosed 12 page insert of some of the 
moments captured.  

 

Anton de Klerk. 

 

 


