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Endangered Animals – Chimpanzee - 
(W.Stobrawe)  

 
Chimpanzees (sometimes called chimps) are 
one of the two species of the genus Pan, the 
other being the bonobo. Together with gorillas, 
they are the only exclusively African species of 
great ape that are currently extant. Native to sub-
Saharan Africa, both chimpanzees and bonobos 
are currently found in the Congo jungle. 
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Chimpanzee and bonobo: differences and 

commonalities 
They were once considered to be one species, 

however, since 1928, they have been recognized 
as two distinct species: the common chimpanzee 
(P. troglodytes) who live north of the Congo 
River, and the bonobo (P. paniscus) who live 
south of it. In addition, P. troglodytes is divided 
into four subspecies, while P. paniscus has none. 
Based on genome sequencing, the two extant 
Pan species diverged around one million years 
ago. The most obvious differences are that 
chimpanzees are somewhat larger, more 
aggressive and male-dominated, while the 
bonobos are more gracile, peaceful, and female-
dominated. 
 
Their hair is typically black or brown. Males and 
females differ in size and appearance. Both 
chimps and bonobos are some of the most 
social great apes, with social bonds occurring 
among individuals in large communities. Fruit is 
the most important component of a 
chimpanzee's diet; however, they will also eat 
vegetation, bark, honey, insects and even other 
chimps or monkeys. They can live over 30 years 
in both the wild and captivity. 
 
Chimpanzees and bonobos are equally 
humanity's closest living relatives. As such, they 
are among the largest-brained, and most 
intelligent of primates; they use a variety of 
sophisticated tools and construct elaborate 
sleeping nests each night from branches and 
foliage. They have both been extensively studied 
for their learning abilities. There may even be 
distinctive cultures within populations. Field 
studies of Pan troglodytes were pioneered by 
primatologist Jane Goodall. Both Pan species 
are considered to be endangered as human 
activities have caused severe declines in the 
populations and ranges of both species. Threats 
to wild panina populations include poaching, 
habitat destruction, and the illegal pet trade. 
Several conservation and rehabilitation 
organisations are dedicated to the survival of 
Pan species in the wild. 
  

Names 
 
The first use of the name "chimpanze" is 
recorded in The London Magazine in 1738,[3] 
glossed as meaning "mockman" in a language of 
"the Angolans" (apparently from a Bantu 

 

 



 -3- 

language, reportedly modern Vili (Civili), a Zone 
H Bantu language, has the comparable ci-
mpenzi. The spelling chimpanzee is found in a 
1758 supplement to Chamber's Cyclopædia. The 
colloquialism "chimp" was most likely coined 
some time in the late 1870s. 
 
The common chimpanzee was named Simia 
troglodytes by Johann Friedrich Blumenbach in 
1776. The species name troglodytes is a 
reference to the Troglodytae (literally "cave-
goers"), an African people described by Greco-
Roman geographers. Blumenbach first used it in 
his De generis humani varietate nativa liber 
("[Book] on the natural varieties of the human 
genus") in 1776, Linnaeus 1758 had already 
used Homo troglodytes for a hypothetical mixture 
of human and orangutan. 
 
The genus name Pan was first introduced by 
Lorenz Oken in 1816. An alternative 
Theranthropus was suggested by Brookes 1828 
and Chimpansee by Voigt 1831. Troglodytes was 
not available, as it had been given as the name 
of a genus of wren (Troglodytidae) in 1809. The 
International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature adopted Pan as the only official 
name of the genus in 1895. The name is a 
reference to Pan, the Greek god of nature and 
wilderness. 
 
The bonobo, in the past also referred to as the 
"pygmy chimpanzee", was given the species 
name of paniscus by Ernst Schwarz (1929), a 
diminutive of the theonym Pan. 
 
In his book, The Third Chimpanzee, J. Diamond 
proposes that P. troglodytes and P. paniscus 
belong with H. sapiens in the genus Homo, 
rather than in Pan. He argues that other species 
have been reclassified by genus for less genetic 
similarity than that between humans and 
chimpanzees.. 
 

Distribution and habitat 
 
There are two species of the genus Pan, both 
previously called Chimpanzees: 
 
Common Chimpanzees or Pan troglodytes, are 
found almost exclusively in the heavily forested 
regions of Central and West Africa. With at least 
four commonly accepted subspecies, their 
population and distribution is much more 
extensive that the Bonobos, in the past also 
called 'Pygmy Chimpanzee'. 
Bonobos, Pan paniscus, are found only in 
Central Africa, south of the Congo River and 
north of the Kasai River (a tributary of the 
Congo) in the humid forests of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo of Central Africa. 
 

Anatomy and physiology 
 
A chimpanzee's arms are longer than its legs. 
The male common chimp stands up to 1.2 m 
(3.9 ft) high and weighs as much as 91 kg (201 

lb); the female is somewhat smaller. When 
extended, the common chimp's long arms span 
one and a half times the body's height. The 
bonobo is slightly shorter and thinner than the 
common chimpanzee, but has longer limbs. In 
trees, both species climb with their long, 
powerful arms; on the ground, chimpanzees 
usually knuckle-walk, or walk on all fours, 
clenching their fists and supporting themselves 
on the knuckles. Chimpanzees are better suited 
for walking than orangutans, because the 
chimp's feet have broader soles and shorter 
toes. The bonobo has proportionately longer 
upper limbs and walks upright more often than 
does the common chimpanzee. Both species 
can walk upright on two legs when carrying 
objects with their hands and arms. 
 
The chimpanzee is tailless; its coat is dark; its 
face, fingers, palms of the hands, and soles of 
the feet are hairless. The exposed skin of the 
face, hands, and feet varies from pink to very 
dark in both species, but is generally lighter in 
younger individuals and darkens with maturity. A 
University of Chicago Medical Centre study has 
found significant genetic differences between 
chimpanzee populations. A bony shelf over the 
eyes gives the forehead a receding appearance, 
and the nose is flat. Although the jaws protrude, 
a chimp's lips are thrust out only when it pouts. 
 
The brain of a chimpanzee has been measured 
at a general range of 282–500 cm3. The human 
brain, in contrast, is about three times larger, 
with a reported average volume of about 1330 
cm3. 
 
Chimpanzees reach puberty between the age of 
eight and ten years.  A chimpanzee's testicles 
are unusually large for their body size, with a 
combined weight of about 4 oz (110 g) compared 
to a gorilla's 1 oz (28 g) or a human's 1.5 ounces 
(43 g). This relatively great size is generally 
attributed to sperm competition due to the 
polyandrous nature of chimpanzee mating 
behaviour 

 

Longevity 
 
One study estimates that chimps[dubious – 
discuss] live about 33 years for males, 37 years 
for females, in the wild,[28] while some captured 
chimps have reached an age of 70 years and 
older 
 

Muscle strength 
 
Chimpanzees are known for possessing great 
amount of muscle strength, especially in their 
arms. However, compared to humans the 
amount of strength reported in media and 
popular science is greatly exaggerated with 
numbers of four to eight times the muscle 
strength of a human. These numbers stem from 
two studies in 1923 and 1926 by a biologist 
named John Bauman. These studies were 
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refuted in 1943 and an adult male chimp was 
found to pull about the same weight as an adult 
man. Corrected for their smaller body sizes, 
chimpanzees were found to be stronger than 
humans but not anywhere near four to eight 
times. In the 1960s these tests were repeated 
and chimpanzees were found to have twice the 
strength of a human when it came to pulling 
weights. The reason for the higher strength seen 
in chimpanzees compared to humans are 
thought to come from longer skeletal muscle 
fibers that can generate twice the work output 
over a wider range of motion compared to 
skeletal muscle fibers in humans. 
 
 

Chimpanzee vs. bonobo 
 
Anatomical differences between the common 
chimpanzee and the bonobo are slight, but 
sexual and social behaviours are markedly 
different. The common chimpanzee has an 
omnivorous diet, a troop hunting culture based 
on beta males led by an alpha male, and highly 
complex social relationships. The bonobo, on the 
other hand, has a mostly frugivorous diet and an 
egalitarian, nonviolent, matriarchal, sexually 
receptive behaviour. Bonobos frequently have 
sex, sometimes to help prevent and resolve 
conflicts. Different groups of chimpanzees also 
have different cultural behaviour with 
preferences for types of tools. The common 
chimpanzee tends to display greater aggression 
than does the bonobo. The average captive 
chimpanzee sleeps 9.7 hours per day. 
 
Contrary to what the scientific name (Pan 
troglodytes) may suggest, chimpanzees do not 
typically spend their time in caves, but there 
have been reports of some of them seeking 
refuge in caves because of the heat during 
daytime. 
 

Social Structure 
 
Chimpanzees live in large multi-male and multi-
female social groups, which are called 
communities. Within a community, the position of 
an individual and the influence the individual has 
on others dictates a definite social hierarchy. 
Chimpanzees live in a leaner hierarchy wherein 
more than one individual may be dominant 
enough to dominate other members of lower 
rank. Typically, a dominant male is referred to as 
the alpha male. The alpha male is the highest-
ranking male that controls the group and 
maintains order during disputes. In chimpanzee 
society, the 'dominant male' sometimes is not the 
largest or strongest male but rather the most 
manipulative and political male that can influence 
the goings on within a group. Male chimpanzees 
typically attain dominance by cultivating allies 
who will support that individual during future 
ambitions for power. The alpha male regularly 
displays by puffing his normally slim coat up to 
increase view size and charge to seem as 
threatening and as powerful as possible; this 

behaviour serves to intimidate other members 
and thereby maintain power and authority, and it 
may be fundamental to the alpha male's holding 
on to his status. Lower-ranking chimpanzees will 
show respect by submissively gesturing in body 
language or reaching out their hands while 
grunting. Female chimpanzees will show 
deference to the alpha male by presenting their 
hindquarters. 
 

Female chimpanzees also have a hierarchy, 
which is influenced by the position of a female 
individual within a group. In some chimpanzee 
communities, the young females may inherit high 
status from a high-ranking mother. Dominant 
females will also ally to dominate lower-ranking 
females: whereas males mainly seek dominant 
status for its associated mating privileges and 
sometimes violent domination of subordinates, 
females seek dominant status to acquire 
resources such as food, as high-ranking females 
often have first access to them. Both genders 
acquire dominant status to improve social 
standing within a group. 
 

Community female acceptance is necessary for 
alpha male status; females must ensure that 
their group visits places that supply them with 
enough food. A group of dominant females will 
sometimes oust an alpha male which is not to 
their preference and back another male, in 
whom they see potential for leading the group as 
a successful alpha male. 
 

Chimpanzee’s as pets 
 
Chimpanzees have traditionally been kept as 
pets in a few African villages, especially in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. In Virunga 
National Park in the east of the country, the park 
authorities regularly confiscate chimpanzees 
from people keeping them as pets. 
 
Chimpanzees are popular as wild pets in many 
areas despite their strength, aggression, and 
wild nature. Even in areas where keeping non-
human primates as pets is illegal, the exotic pet 
trade continues to prosper and some people 
keep chimpanzees as pets mistakenly believing 
that they will bond with them for life. As they 
grow, so do their strength and aggression; some 
owners and others interacting with the animals 
have lost fingers and suffered severe facial 
damage among other injuries sustained in 
attacks. In addition to the animals' hostile 
potential and strength well beyond any human 
being, chimpanzees physically mature a lot more 
proportionally than do human beings, and even 
among the most cleanly and well-organized of 
housekeepers, maintaining cleanliness and 
control of chimpanzees is physically demanding 
to the point that it is impossible for humans to 
control, especially due to the animals' strength 
and aggression 
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