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Fake News - (C. Edwards)  
 

With all the news about fake news recently; 
auditors gone rogue, Hillary-ous Trumped - up 
stories of Russian meddling and passionate 
peccadilloes of prominent politicians, I thought I 
would do an article on the fake, the false and the 
factually incorrect - news and otherwise. 
 
Fake news - weapons of mass deception - has 
been around since biblical times and before. 
"The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold" 
we are told in Byron's poem Sennacherib, a 
dramatisation of 11 Chronicles 32 and 11 Kings 
19. In this version, the Assyrian king was 
defeated by the Jews and sent packing to die a 
horrible death at home. In the Assyrian records, 
however, Sennacherib smote the Jews big time 
and went on to give the Egyptians a "harde klap". 
 Not the last time we would get fake news about 
Syria! 
 

 
Phonecard from Syria - Ruins 
 
Byron, when not writing poetry and fornicating 
widely, played a part in the Greek fight for 
independence from Ottoman Empire in the 
1820's. 
 

 
Phonecard from Greece – Byron - Greece war 
 
Which leads to the next couple of cards. 

Early Greek phone cards from 1993 all bear a 
strange legend. "Macedonia is Greek" and " 
Macedonia is one and only and it is Greek" 
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Above: 6 Greek Phonecards 
 
These cards were all issued at the time of the 
breakup of Yugoslavia. One of the small 
countries to emerge from the mess was the 
Macedonian Republic.  When Macedonia 
applied to join the UN, Greece objected to its 
name. As far as the Greeks were concerned    
the only Macedonia that could be was the Greek 
province of that name. 
 
What upset the Greeks even more was that this 
upstart nation had named its major airport after 
Alexander the Great! 
 
In true UN fashion, no one could decide what to 
do, so the new country was labelled officially as 
the " Former Yugoslavian Republic of 
Macedonia" or FYROM for short. This was not 
acceptable to most Macedonians who were not 
particularly happy being called Fyromians! 
 
All Macedonian phone cards therefore proudly 
bear the name "The Macedonian Republic". 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Above: 4 Macedonian cards. 
 
Things died down for a while, but recently NATO 
membership has become an issue. The US is 
keen on Macedonia becoming a member. They 
are concerned about Russian interference in the 
Balkans and don't want anyone else interfering 
where they are interfering. Greece has once 
again objected to the name Macedonia being 
used outside of Greece. We await the next 
episode in this intriguing drama. 
 
I don't understand what all the fuss is about. 
Originally Greece was a bunch of City States that 
regularly fought amongst themselves. Then 
along came Alexander - a Macedonian - who 
conquered them and within a few years 
controlled most of the then known world. He set 
up his capital in Alexandria in Egypt. 
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Above: Greek phonecard -  Alexander  
 

 
Above: Egypt Phonecard - Alexandria 
 
The Balkans ended up as part of the Roman 
Empire, which eventually split into East and 
West. 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from Italy 
 
The East ended up as part of the Ottoman 
Empire along with North Africa and most of the 
Middle East. 
 
Fast forward 1823 and Greek independence. 
The new Greece did not include the northern bit - 
the Province of Macedonia. This was only added 
at the time of WW1 when the Great Nations 
were carving up the dying Ottoman Empire to 
suit their own territorial and commercial 
aspirations. Parts of the original Macedonia 
ended up in Yugoslavia, in Bulgaria and in 
Greece. 
 
So when you think about it, Macedonia has every 
right to call itself Macedonia. Also, seeing that 
the first guy to unify Greece was Macedonian, 
maybe the legend on the cards should be the 
other way around. "Greece is Macedonian" and 
"Greece is one and only and is Macedonian" 
 
This messing about with the names of countries 

is not unique. In Africa we have the old British 
colony of the Gold Coast calling itself Ghana on 
independence. The original gold rich country of 
Ghana was to the north west in Senegal. 
Historically it sounded better that The Gold 
Coast. 
 

 
 

 
Above: 2 Ghana Phonecards 
 
The original Roman province of Mauritania was 
Morocco, much further north than the country of 
that name today. 
 

 
 

 
Above: 2 Mauritanian Phonecards 
 
Benin was Dahomey before independence. The 
original Benin was a skip to the right in Nigeria. 
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Above: 2 phonecards from Benin 
 
We also have some false information on African 
cards. The Gambian "Kingfisher" which is 
actually a Roller, The Botswana fish eagle with 
the incorrect local name. 
 

 
Above: Gambia Phonecard  
 

 
Above: Botswana (Mascom) Phonecard 
 
Also, two Tunisian cards have the words 
"Telefonique" but should actually read   
"Telephonique".  

 
 

 
Above: 2 Tunisian phonecards. 
 
Americans have suffered so much fake news it 
is surprising that they still fall for it. I suppose it 
comes from naming your Capital District after a 
guy who was not the first European to set foot in 
your country. 
 

 
Gibraltar Phonecard -  Columbus 
 
Good old Benjamin Franklin wrote false stories 
about murderous, scalping Red Indians in 
cahoots with George the Third, to drum up 
support for the American Revolution 
 

 
Above: Phonecard depicting the face of 
Benjamin Franklin. 
 
The main stream media have been at it for a 
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long time too. Joseph Pulitzer and W R Hurst 
through their newspapers, goaded the US into 
war with Spain in 1898. 
 At the time Cubans were trying to get 
independence from Spain and the US sent a 
warship to protect its interests. When the 
warship - the US Maine - blew up in Havana 
harbour they blamed Spain, not an explosion on 
board. " Remember the Maine. To hell with 
Spain" was their rallying cry.  The US ended up 
with Guantanamo Bay, Puerto Rico and the 
Philippines. 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from Cuba – Guantanamo 
Bay 
 

 
Above: phonecard from Puerto Rico 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from philippines 
 
There even seems to be a Pulitzer Prize for fake 
news. The New York Times correspondent in 
Moscow, Walter Duranty, got one for his false 
reporting of the great famine in Russia in 1932-
33. 
 
Possibly the greatest fake news story of all time 
was Y2K. Computers were going to crash, 
planes fall out of the sky, microwaves burst into 
flames. Nothing really happened, but a lot of 
people made a lot of money! 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from xxxx 
 

 
Above: phonecard from xxxx 
 

And fake cards?  

  
As with stamps there are a lot of "Cinderella" 
cards. Cards never intended to be used, but 
produced specifically for collectors. Usually with 
popular themes. 
 

 
 

 
Above 2 fake phonecards from Zambia 
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Above: 2 fake phonecards from Malawi 
 

 
 

 
Above: 2 fake Phonecards from Liberia 
 

 
 

 
Above: 2 Fake phonecards from UK 
 
The butterfly on the one UK card has fake eyes 
on its wings to fool predators into believing 
there is something rather large in the bushes. 
 
Australia also had its fair share of “Fake” 
phonecards. 
 

 
Above:  Fake Phonecards from Australia 
 
Most fake cards from Hong Kong are not fit for 
printing. On this card, I suspect that not only the 
card, but certain aspects of its subject are also 
fake! 
 

 
Above: Fake Phonecards from Hong Kong  
 
In closing: Some may prefer that we "Never 
send to know for whom Bell toiled."? But in 
these times, we should really question more. 
 
 


