
 

The African Telatelist 
 

 

Newsletter 236 of the African Telately Association – February 2018.  

  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

ST GEORGES - (C.Edwards)  

 
"Cry God for King Harry, England and St. 
George", was the Shakespearian battle cry 
of the English at the Battle of Agincourt. 
Fought against France on St. Crispins Day 
in 1415. 
 

 
Phonecard from Japan – Shakespeare 
 
23rd April is St. Georges Day, the day on 
which St. George of Lydda was martyred for 
his Christian beliefs in Diospolis, Palestine 
in the year 303. Of Greek parentage and of 
high birth, he was an officer in the guard of 
the Roman Emperor Diocletian. When the 
Emperor decreed that Christians should 
renounce their religion and make offerings 
to him as a God, George refused and was 
crucified. 
 

 
Phonecard from Malta  - St. George. 
 
The event is commemorated in the church 
of St George in Lod, which is now in Israel. 
His following spread rapidly throughout the 
Christian world. He is now the patron saint 

of: Aragon, Bulgaria, Catalonia, Cyprus, 
Ethiopia, Georgia (the country), Greece, 
Lithuania, Malta, Lebanon, Palestine, 
Portugal, Romania, Russia and of course 
England. Also, cities like Genoa and 
Moscow and for his sins lepers, sufferers 
from herpes, butchers, agricultural workers, 
horses and horsemen and shepherds. 
 
King Edward Third declared St. George the 
Martyr, patron saint of England when he 
created The Order of the Garter in 1348, the 
highest honour awarded by the British 
Crown. The insignia of the order includes 
both St. George slaying a dragon and the 
red Cross of St. George, the flag of England. 
The red cross on a white background was 
used much earlier though, Edward First 
used the banner in 1300 at the Battle of 
Caerlaverock against the Scots. 
 
The origins of the Cross of St. George and 
how it came to be used by the English are 
not too clear. 
 
Some say that the Crusaders either used 
Genoese ships or needed the protection of 
Genoa in crossing the Mediterranean. The 
flag of Genoa being the Cross of St. 
George. 
 
Legend has it that St. George appeared at 
the head of an army of horsemen to assist 
the Crusaders at the Battle of Antioch in 
1099. (probably they had just been out in the 
desert sun for too long). The Crusaders 
supposedly found St. Georges lance in 
Palestine. (The one he used to slay 
dragons??) It was called Ascalon.  During 
WW11 Winston Churchill named his 
personal aircraft Ascalon. 
 
During the Crusades, to tell one nation from 
the others the English knights wore white 
tunics, the French red and the Flemish 
green. When Richard Third took Cyprus in 
1191 his knights wore a red cross on their 
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white tunics. It was also the dress of the 
Knights Templer who had their headquarters 
in Cyprus around that time. 
 

 
Phonecard from Cyprus - Richard in Cyprus 
 
The English naturally use the Georges 
Cross as their flag when they play 
international football. Most football related 
phone cards get it right. 
 

 
Phonecard from Venezuela 
 

 
Phonecard from Brazil 
 

 
Phonecard from Thailand 
 
The Americans however, incorrectly used 

the Union flag on a Sprint prepaid card 
commemorating the 1994 World Cup in the 
USA. 
 

 
Phonecard from USA 
 
The origins of the legend of St. George and 
the Dragon are even more obscure. Some 
say it is a Christianised version of an early 
Greek legend of Perseus who rescued a 
maiden from a dragon near Lydda. Others 
that it is possibly based of that of Cadmus 
who slew a great serpent, sowed the 
dragon’s teeth which started a war and 
ended up a serpent himself. 
 

 
Phonecard from Greece - Cadmus 
 
The first record of the legend was in the 6th 
Century. it was later included in the 13th 
Century collection of legends the" Legenda 
Aura" - golden legends. 
 
However, today in nearly all depictions of St. 
George " 'thar be dragons". As can be seen 
from the following cards with the coat of 
arms of Moscow. 
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Eight Cards from Russia - Moscow. 
 
And the Lithuanian City of Joniskis 
 

 
Phonecard from Lithuania 
 
The Mercury card with the one-pound stamp 
of King George Fifith 
 

 
Phonecard Card from UK 
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Or the Romanian carved door. 
 

 
Phonecard from Romania. 
 

The only exception is this icon from 
Bulgaria. 
 

 
Phonecard from Bulgaria. 
 
In Ethiopia, they don't have dragons so 
there St. George fights a giant crocodile.  In 
SA, we had our own "Groot Krokodil" in 
George! 
 
And a few churches of St. George 
 

 
Phonecard from Cyprus 
 

 
Phonecard 22 from Antigua. 

The latest royal Harry will, of course, be 
married in the St. Georges Chapel in 
Windsor. 
 

 
Above: Harry & Meghan Markle 
 

The last card is of St. George, the capital of 
the tiny Caribbean nation of Grenada. Home 
of the St. Georges Medical University, 
attended mostly by American students. It 
was here that Ronald Regan went chasing 
red dragons in 1983. The leftist government 
of the island with a population then of 
100,000 people, had just been overthrown 
by a more radical faction. Regan used the 
pretext of rescuing the American students to 
send in 7000 troops. The invasion did not go 
well. 29 American soldiers were killed, 100 
injured and 9 helicopters lost. And the 
students didn't particularly want to be 
rescued! Losses on the other side included 
the 21 inmates of a mental hospital bombed 
in error by the US. 
 

 
Phonecard 23  St. George - Grenada. 
 
I suppose the moral of the story is - If you 
want to go around the world slaying dragons 
(real or imaginary) like St. George, be 
careful not to sow the dragons teeth like 
Cadmus. You could end up in the middle of 
an unending war- like those two American 
Georges - Daddy and Baby Bush! 
 


