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Little five Game - (W.Stobrawe)  

 
The term little five was brought to life, after safari 
tourists' successful wildlife experience of the big 
five in Southern Africa. It was after a call by 
nature conservationists for visitors also to 
acknowledge the smaller — less noticed — but 
still enigmatic, animals of the savanna (called 
bushveld in South Africa). 
 
Each "little" species is a contradiction in sheer 
size to the big five animals, but the first part of its 
English name relates to one of the famous 
bigger five animals one-on-one. 
 
In Africa, the little five game animals are: 
 

1 – Elephant Shrew 
 

 
Above: image of Elephant shrew:  
 
Elephant shrews, or jumping shrews, are small 
insectivorous mammal’s native to Africa, 
belonging to the family Macroscelididae, in the 
order Macroscelidea, whose traditional common 
English name comes from a fancied 
resemblance between their long noses and the 
trunk of an elephant, and an assumed 
relationship with the shrews (family Soricidae) in 
the order Eulipotyphla. Nonetheless, elephant 
shrews are not classified with the superficially 
similar true shrews, but are instead more closely 
related to elephants and their kin within the 
newly recognized Afrotheria; the biologist 
Jonathan Kingdon has proposed they instead be 
called sengis (singular sengi), a term derived 
from the Bantu languages of Africa. 
 
They are widely distributed across the southern 
part of Africa, and although common nowhere, 
can be found in almost any type of habitat, from 
the Namib Desert to boulder-strewn outcrops in 
South Africa to thick forest. One species, the 

North African elephant shrew, remains in the 
semiarid, mountainous country in the far 
northwest of the continent. 
 
The creature is one of the fastest small 
mammals. Despite their weight of under half a 
kilogram, they have been recorded to reach 
speeds of 28.8 km/h. 
 

2 – Buffalo Weaver 
 

  
Above: Image of a Buffalo weaver:  
 
The red-billed buffalo weaver (Bubalornis niger) 
is a species of bird in the Ploceidae family. It is 
found in Angola, Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, Somalia, South 
Africa, South Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Its natural 
habitat is the dry savanna. 
 

The body length of approximately 24 cm and the 
weight of 65 g place rank this as one of the 
largest of the Ploceidae (weaver birds). Visually 
the sexes are not greatly differentiated from one 
another. The red-billed buffalo weaver is 
differentiated from the white-billed buffalo 
weaver (Bubalornis albirostris) by the colour of 
its bill. 
 

The feathers of the male are dark chocolate 
brown in colour. The front wing edges and the 
wing tips are flecked with white. His bill is a 
shade of red. The eyes are brown and the feet 
are reddish brown. The female's body is also 
coloured dark chocolate brown, without the white 
flecks on the wings. However, her chin and 
throat feathers include broad white coloured 
hems. Her eyes are dark brown and her legs 
light brown. Adolescent birds are a lighter shade 
of brown. 
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3  - Leopard Tortoise 
 

 
Above: image of a Leopard tortoise: 
 
The leopard tortoise (Stigmochelys pardalis) is a 
large and attractively marked tortoise found in 
the savannas of eastern and southern Africa, 
from Sudan to the southern Cape. It is the only 
member of the genus Stigmochelys, although in 
the past it was commonly placed in Geochelone. 
This tortoise is a grazing species that favours 
semi-arid, thorny to grassland habitats. In both 
very hot and very cold weather they may dwell in 
abandoned fox, jackal, or aardvark holes. 
Leopard tortoises do not dig other than to make 
nests in which to lay eggs. Not surprisingly, given 
its propensity for grassland habitats, it grazes 
extensively upon mixed grasses. It also favors 
succulents and thistles. 
 

The leopard tortoise is the fourth largest species 
of tortoise in the world, with typical adults 
reaching 40 centimetres (16 in) and weighing 13 
kilograms (29 lb). Adults tend to be larger in the 
northern and southern ends of their range, 
where typical specimens weigh up to 20 
kilograms (44 lb) and an exceptionally large 
tortoise may reach 70 centimetres (28 in) and 
weigh 40 kilograms (88 lb). 
 

The carapace is high and domed with steep, 
almost vertical sides. Juveniles and young adults 
are attractively marked with black blotches, 
spots or even dashes and stripes on a yellow 
background. In mature adults, the markings tend 
to fade to a nondescript brown or grey. The head 
and limbs are uniformly coloured yellow, tan, or 
brown. 
 

4 – Ant lion 
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The antlions are a group of about 2,000 species 
of insect in the family Myrmeleontidae, known for 
the fiercely predatory habits of their larvae, which 
in many species dig pits to trap passing ants or 
other prey. The adult insects are less well known, 
as they mostly fly at dusk or after dark, and may 
be mistakenly identified as dragonflies or 
damselflies; they are sometimes known as 
antlion lacewings, and in North America, the 
larvae are sometimes referred to as doodlebugs 
because of the strange marks they leave in the 
sand. 
 

Antlions have a worldwide distribution. The 
greatest diversity occurs in the tropics, but a few 
species are found in cold-temperate locations, 
one such being the European Euroleon nostras. 
They most commonly occur in dry and sandy 
habitats where the larvae can easily excavate 
their pits, but some larvae hide under debris or 
ambush their prey among leaf litter. 
 

Antlions are poorly represented in the fossil 
record. Myrmeleontiformia is generally accepted 
to be a monophyletic group, and within the 
Myrmeleontoidea, the antlions' closest living 
relatives are thought to be the owlflies 
(Ascalaphidae). The predatory actions of the 
larvae have attracted attention throughout 
history, and antlions have been mentioned in 
literature since classical times. 
 

Life-Cycle 
 
Apart from pit-trap-forming taxa, the biology of 
members of the family Myrmeleontidae, to which 
the antlions belong, has been little studied. The 
life-cycle begins with oviposition (egg-laying) in a 
suitable location. The female antlion repeatedly 
taps the prospective laying site with the tip of her 
abdomen and then inserts her ovipositor into the 
substrate and lays an egg. 
 

Depending on the species and where it lives, the 
larva either conceals itself under leaves, debris 
or pieces of wood, hides in a crack or digs a 
funnel-shaped pit in loose material. As ambush 
predators, catching prey is a risky business 
because food arrives unpredictably and, for the 
species that make one, maintaining the trap is 
costly; the larvae therefore have low metabolic 
rates and can survive for long periods without 
food. They can take several years to complete 
their life-cycle; they mature faster with plentiful 
food, but can survive for many months without 
feeding. In cooler climates, they dig their way 
deeper and remain inactive during the winter. 
 

When the larva attains its maximum size, it 
pupates and undergoes metamorphosis. It 
makes a globular cocoon of sand stuck together 
with fine silk spun from a slender spinneret at the 
rear end of the body. The cocoon may be buried 
several centimetres deep in the sand. After the 
completion of its transformation into an adult 
insect in about one month, it emerges from the 
case, leaving the pupal integument behind, and 
works its way to the surface. After about twenty 
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minutes, the adult's wings are fully opened and it 
flies off in search of a mate. The adult is 
considerably larger than the larva and antlions 
exhibit the greatest disparity in size between 
larva and adult of any type of holometabolous 
insect; this is by the exoskeleton of the adult is 
extremely thin and flimsy, with an exceptionally 
low mass per unit of volume. The adult typically 
lives for about 25 days, but some insects survive 
for as long as 45 days. 
 

 
Above: The life-cycle of Distoleon 

tetragrammicus 
 

 
Above: Image of a Sand pit trap of An Antlion 

 

 
Above: Antlion larva extracted from sand pit 

 

5 – Rhino Beetle 

 
Dynastinae or rhinoceros beetles are a subfamily 
of the scarab beetle family (Scarabaeidae). 
Other common names – some for particular 
groups of rhinoceros beetles – are for example 

Hercules beetles, unicorn beetles or horn 
beetles. Over 300 species of rhinoceros beetles 
are known. 
 

 
Above: image of a Rhino beetle: 

 
 
Many rhinoceros’s beetles are well known for 
their unique shapes and large sizes. Some 
famous species are, for example, the Atlas 
beetle (Chalcosoma atlas), common rhinoceros 
beetle (Xylotrupes ulysses), elephant beetle 
(Megasoma elephas), European rhinoceros 
beetle (Oryctes nasicornis), Hercules beetle 
(Dynastes hercules), Japanese rhinoceros beetle 
or kabutomushi (Allomyrina dichotoma), ox 
beetle (Strategus aloeus) and the Eastern 
Hercules beetle (Dynastes tityus). 
 
The Dynastinae are among the largest of 
beetles, reaching more than 150 mm (6 in) in 
length, but are completely harmless to humans 
because they cannot bite or sting. Some species 
have been anecdotally claimed to lift up to 850 
times their own weight. Their common names 
refer to the characteristic horns borne only by the 
males of most species in the group. Each has a 
horn on the head and another horn pointing 
forward from the center of the thorax. The horns 
are used in fighting other males during mating 
season, and for digging. The size of the horn is a 
good indicator of nutrition and physical health. 
 
The body of an adult rhinoceros beetle is 
covered by a thick exoskeleton. A pair of thick 
wings lie atop another set of membranous wings 
underneath, allowing the rhinoceros beetle to fly, 
although not very efficiently, owing to its large 
size. Their best protection from predators is their 
size and stature. Additionally, since they are 
nocturnal, they avoid many of their predators 
during the day. When the sun is out, they hide 
under logs or in vegetation to camouflage 
themselves from the few predators big enough to 
want to eat them. If rhinoceros beetles are 
disturbed, some can release very loud, hissing 
squeaks. The hissing squeaks are created by 
rubbing their abdomens against the ends of their 
wing covers. Rhinoceros beetles are relatively 
resilient; a healthy adult male can live up to 2-3 
years. The females rarely live long after they 
mate. 
 
These beetles' larval stages can be several 
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years long. The larvae feed on rotten wood and 
the adults feed on nectar, plant sap and fruit. 
First, the larvae hatch from eggs and later 
develop into pupae before they reach adult 
status. The females lay 50 eggs on average. 
Contrary to what their size may imply, adult 
rhinoceros beetles do not eat large amounts, 
unlike their larvae, which eat a significant 
amount of rotting wood. 
 

Actual phonecards depicting images of these 
small five are very limited, and the following were 
the only images ATA could find. 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from Switzerland 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from Hungary 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from Thailand 
 

 
Above: Image of two ants on a Singapore 
Phonecard (Food of the lion Ant) 

 
Above: Phonecard from Spain 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from Jersey (White toothed 
Schrew) 

 
Above: Phonecard from Bulgaria 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from Andorra 
 

 
Above: Phonecard from Korea 


