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 ARUBA - (W.Stobrawe)  

 

 
 
Aruba (/əˈruːbə/ ə-ROO-bə; Dutch: [aːˈrubaː]) is 
an island and a constituent country of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands in the southern 
Caribbean Sea, located about 1,600 kilometres 
(990 mi) west of the main part of the Lesser 
Antilles and 29 kilometres (18 mi) north of the 
coast of Venezuela. It measures 32 kilometres 
(20 mi) long from it’s northwestern to its 
southeastern end and 10 kilometres (6 mi) 
across at its widest point. Together with Bonaire 
and Curaçao, Aruba forms a group referred to as 
the ABC islands. Collectively, Aruba and the 
other Dutch islands in the Caribbean are often 
called the Dutch Caribbean. 
 

 
Above: Aruba Flag 
 
Aruba is one of the four countries that form the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, along with the 
Netherlands, Curaçao, and Sint Maarten; the 
citizens of these countries are all Dutch 
nationals. Aruba has no administrative 

subdivisions, but, for census purposes, is divided 
into eight regions. Its capital is Oranjestad. 
 

 
 
Unlike much of the Caribbean region, Aruba has 
a dry climate and an arid, cactus-strewn 
landscape. This climate has helped tourism as 
visitors to the island can reliably expect warm, 
sunny weather. It has a land area of 179 km2 
(69.1 sq mi) and is densely populated, with a 
total of 102,484 inhabitants at the 2010 Census. 
It lies outside Hurricane Alley. 
 
 
Aruba's first inhabitants are thought to have been 
Caquetío Amerindians from the Arawak tribe, 
who migrated there from Venezuela to escape 
attacks by the Caribs. Fragments of the earliest 
known Indian settlements date back to 1000 AD. 
As sea currents made canoe travel to other 
Caribbean islands difficult, Caquetio culture 
remained more closely associated with that of 
mainland South America. 
 
Europeans first learned of Aruba following the 
explorations for Spain by Amerigo Vespucci and 
Alonso de Ojeda in the summer of 1499. Both 
described Aruba as an "island of giants", 
remarking on the comparatively large stature of 
the native Caquetíos compared to Europeans.. 
Gold was not discovered on Aruba for another 
300 years. Vespucci returned to Spain with 
stocks of cotton and brazilwood from the island 
and described houses built into the ocean. 
Vespucci and Ojeda's tales spurred interest in 
Aruba, and Spaniards soon colonized the island. 
 
Because it had low rainfall, Aruba was not 
considered profitable for the plantation system 
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and the economics of the slave trade. 
 
Aruba was colonized by Spain for over a century. 
Simas, the Cacique, or chief, in Aruba, 
welcomed the first Catholic priests in Aruba, who 
gave him a wooden cross as a gift. In 1508, the 
Spanish Crown appointed Alonso de Ojeda as its 
first Governor of Aruba, as part of Nueva 
Andalucía. Arawaks spoke the "broken Spanish" 
which their ancestors had learned on Hispaniola. 
 
Another governor appointed by Spain was Juan 
Martínez de Ampiés. A cédula real decreed in 
November 1525 gave Ampiés, factor of 
Española, the right to repopulate Aruba. In 1528, 
Ampiés was replaced by a representative of the 
House of Welser of Augsburg. 
 
The Netherlands seized Aruba from Spain in 
1636 in the course of the Thirty Years' War. 
Since 1636, Aruba has been under Dutch 
administration, initially governed by Peter 
Stuyvesant, later appointed to New Amsterdam 
(New York City). Stuyvesant was on a special 
mission in Aruba in November and December 
1642. The island was included under the Dutch 
West India Company (W.I.C.) administration, as 
"New Netherland and Curaçao", from 1648 to 
1664. In 1667 the Dutch administration 
appointed an Irishman as "Commandeur" in 
Aruba. 
 
The Dutch took control 135 years after the 
Spanish, leaving the Arawaks to farm and graze 
livestock, and used the island as a source of 
meat for other Dutch possessions in the 
Caribbean. Aruba's proximity to South America 
resulted in interaction with cultures of the coastal 
areas more than a century after independence of 
Netherlands from Spain; architectural similarities 
can be seen between the 19th-century parts of 
Oranjestad and the nearby Venezuelan city of 
Coro in Falcón State. Historically, Dutch was not 
widely spoken on the island outside of colonial 
administration; its use increased in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. Students on Curaçao, 
Aruba, and Bonaire were taught predominantly in 
Spanish until the late 19th century, when the 
British took Curaçao, Aruba, and Bonaire. 
Teaching of Spanish was restored when Dutch 
rule resumed in 1815. Also, efforts were made to 
introduce bilingual popular education in Dutch 
and Papiamentu in the late 19th century. 
 
During the Napoleonic wars, the British Empire 
took control over the island, between 1799 and 
1802, and between 1804 and 1816, before 
handing it back to the Dutch. 
 
During World War II with the occupation of the 
Netherlands in 1940 the oil facilities in Aruba 
came under the administration of the Dutch 
government-in-exile in London, and Aruba 
continued to supply oil to the British and their 
allies. 
 
 

Move towards independence 
 
In August 1947, Aruba presented its first 
Staatsreglement (constitution), for Aruba's status 
aparte as an autonomous state within the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands. By 1954, the 
Charter of the Kingdom of the Netherlands was 
established, providing a framework for relations 
between Aruba and the rest of the Kingdom. 
 
In 1972, at a conference in Suriname, Betico 
Croes (MEP), a politician from Aruba, proposed 
a sui-generis Dutch Commonwealth of four 
states: Aruba, the Netherlands, Suriname and 
the Netherlands Antilles, each to have its own 
nationality. C. Yarzagaray, a parliamentary 
member representing the AVP political party, 
proposed a referendum so that the people of 
Aruba could choose whether they wanted total 
independence or Status Aparte as a full 
autonomous state under the Crown. 
 
Croes worked in Aruba to inform and prepare the 
people of Aruba for independence. In 1976, he 
appointed a committee that chose the national 
flag and anthem, introducing them as symbols of 
Aruba's sovereignty and independence. He set 
1981 as a target date for independence. In 
March 1977, the first Referendum for Self 
Determination was held with the support of the 
United Nations; 82% of the participants voted for 
independence. 
 
The Island Government of Aruba assigned the 
Institute of Social Studies in The Hague to 
prepare a study for independence; it was titled 
Aruba en Onafhankelijkheid, achtergronden, 
modaliteiten en mogelijkheden; een rapport in 
eerste aanleg (Aruba and independence, 
backgrounds, modalities and opportunities; a 
preliminary report) (1978). At the conference in 
The Hague in 1981, Aruba's independence was 
set for the year 1991. 
 
In March 1983, Aruba reached an official 
agreement within the Kingdom for its 
independence, to be developed in a series of 
steps as the Crown granted increasing 
autonomy. In August 1985 Aruba drafted a 
constitution that was unanimously approved. On 
1 January 1986, after elections were held for its 
first parliament, Aruba seceded from the 
Netherlands Antilles; it officially became a 
country of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Full 
independence was projected in 1996. 
 
After his death in 1986, Croes was proclaimed 
Libertador di Aruba. At a convention in The 
Hague in 1990, at the request of Aruba's Prime 
Minister, the governments of Aruba, the 
Netherlands, and the Netherlands Antilles 
postponed indefinitely its transition to full 
independence. The article scheduling Aruba's 
complete independence was rescinded in 1995, 
although the process could be revived after 
another referendum. 
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Geography 
 

 
Above: A map of Aruba 
 
Aruba is a generally flat, riverless island in the 
Leeward Antilles island arc of the Lesser Antilles 
in the southern part of the Caribbean. It has 
white sandy beaches on the western and 
southern coasts of the island, relatively sheltered 
from fierce ocean currents. This is where most 
tourist development has occurred. The northern 
and eastern coasts, lacking this protection, are 
considerably more battered by the sea and have 
been left largely untouched by humans. 
 
The hinterland of the island features some rolling 
hills, the best known of which are called 
Hooiberg at 165 meters (541 ft) and Mount 
Jamanota, the highest on the island at 188 
meters (617 ft) above sea level. Oranjestad, the 
capital, is located at 12°19′N 70°1′W. 
 
To the east of Aruba are Bonaire and Curaçao, 
two island territories which once formed the 
southwest part of the Netherlands Antilles. This 
group of islands is sometimes called the ABC 
islands. They are located on the South American 
continental shelf and therefore geographically 
listed as part of South America. 
 
The Natural Bridge was a large, naturally formed 
limestone bridge on the island's north shore. It 
was a popular tourist destination until its collapse 
in 2005. 

 
Above: Natural Bridge 
 
 

Cities and towns 
 
The island, with a population of just over 100,000 
inhabitants, does not have major cities. However, 
most of the island's population resides in or 
surrounding the two major city-like districts of 
Oranjestad (Capital) and San Nicolaas. 
Furthermore, the island is divided into six 
districts, which are: 
 

1. Noord 
2. Oranjestad (33,000 in 2006), divided in 

two districts 
3. Paradera 
4. San Nicolaas, divided in two districts 
5. Santa Cruz 
6. Savaneta 

 
 

Fauna 
 
The island of Aruba, being isolated from the 
main land of South America, has fostered the 
evolution of multiple endemic animals. The 
island provides a habitat for the endemic Aruban 
Whiptail and Aruba Rattlesnake, as well as an 
endemic subspecies of Burrowing Owl and 
Brown-throated Parakeet. 
 
The rattlesnake and the owl are printed on the 
Aruban currency. 
 

Flora 
 
The flora of Aruba differs from the typical tropical 
island vegetation. Xeric scrublands are common, 
with various forms of cacti, thorny shrubs and 
evergreens. The most known plant is the Aloe 
vera, which has a place on the Coat of Arms of 
Aruba. 
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Climate 
 

By the Köppen climate classification, Aruba has 
a hot semi-arid climate (Köppen BSh) Mean 
monthly temperature in Oranjestad varies little 
from 26.7 °C (80.1 °F) to 29.2 °C (84.6 °F), 
moderated by constant trade winds from the 
Atlantic Ocean, which come from the north-east. 
Yearly rainfall barely exceeds 470 millimetres or 
18.5 inches in Oranjestad, although it is 
extremely variable and can range from as little 
as 150 millimetres or 5.91 inches during strong 
El Niño years (e.g. 1911/1912, 1930/1931, 
1982/1983, 1997/1998) to over 1,000 millimetres 
or 39.37 inches in La Niña years like 1933/1934, 
1970/1971 or 1988/1989. 
 

Demographics 
 
Population of Aruba 1961–2003, according to the 
FAO in 2005; number of inhabitants given in 
thousands 
 

Ethnic groups of Aruba 
 

 
 
The population is estimated to be 82.1% Dutch, 
6.6% Colombian, 5.5% Black, mestizo (mixed 
African, European, and Arawak), and other 
ethnicities, 2.2% Venezuelan, 2.2% Dominican, 
1.2% Haitian, & 0.1% unspecified. 
 
The majority of Arubans are whites of Dutch 
descent. The Arawak heritage is stronger on 
Aruba than on most Caribbean islands, and a 
quite big portion of Arubans who claim their 
ethnicity as Dutch possess Arawak blood. 
Although no full-blooded Aboriginals remain, the 
features of the islanders clearly indicate their 
genetic Arawak heritage. Most of the population 
is descended from Caquetio Indians and Dutch 
and to a lesser extent of Africans, Spanish, 
Portuguese, English, French, and Sephardic 
Jewish ancestors. Aruba is a home of Chinese, 
and Indo Caribbeans and Javanese, who 
descend largely from workers contracted from 
India and the island of Java in the former Dutch 
East Indies (modern Indonesia). 
 
Recently, there has been substantial immigration 
to the island from neighboring American and 
Caribbean nations, possibly attracted by the 
higher paid jobs. In 2007, new immigration laws 
were introduced to help control the growth of the 
population by restricting foreign workers to a 

maximum of three years residency on the island. 
 
Demographically, Aruba has felt the impact of its 
proximity to Venezuela. Many of Aruba's families 
are descended from Venezuelan immigrants. 
There is a seasonal increase of Venezuelans 
living in second homes. As Aruba has a little 
proximity to Colombia, Colombian residents and 
their children are found here. 
 

Language 
 
The official languages are Dutch and 
Papiamento. However, Dutch is the sole 
language for all administration and legal matters, 
Papiamento is the predominant language on 
Aruba. It is a creole language, spoken on Aruba, 
Bonaire, and Curaçao that incorporates words 
from Portuguese, West African languages, 
Dutch, and Spanish. English is known by many; 
its usage has grown due to tourism. Other 
common languages spoken, based on the size 
of their community, are Portuguese, Chinese, 
German, Spanish, and French. 
 
In recent years, the government of Aruba has 
shown an increased interest in acknowledging 
the cultural and historical importance of its native 
language. Although spoken Papiamento is fairly 
similar among the several Papiamento-speaking 
islands, there is a big difference in written 
Papiamento. The orthography differs per island 
and even per group of people. Some are more 
oriented towards Portuguese and use the 
equivalent spelling (e.g. "y" instead of "j"), where 
others are more oriented towards Dutch. 
 
The book The Buccaneers of America, first 
published in 1678, states through eyewitness 
account that the natives on Aruba spoke Spanish 
already. Spanish became an important language 
in the 18th century due to the close economic 
ties with Spanish colonies in what are now 
Venezuela and Colombia, and several 
Venezuelan TV networks are received, and the 
fact that Aruba has a presence of Venezuelan 
and Colombian residents. The oldest 
government official statement written in 
Papiamento dates from 1803. Around 12.6% of 
the population today speaks Spanish. Use of 
English dates to the early 19th century, when the 
British took Curaçao, Aruba and Bonaire. When 
Dutch rule resumed in 1815, officials already 
noted wide use of the language. 
 
Aruba has four newspapers published in 
Papiamento: Diario, Bon Dia, Solo di Pueblo and 
Awe Mainta; and three in English: Aruba Daily, 
Aruba Today and The News. Amigoe is a 
newspaper published in Dutch. Aruba also has 
18 radio stations (two AM and 16 FM) and two 
local television stations (Telearuba, and Channel 
22). 
 
Aruba is a polyglot society. Most of Aruba's 
population is able to converse in at least two of 
the languages of Papiamentu, Dutch, English, 
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and Spanish. 
 

Religion 

 
Religions of Aruba 

 

 
 

Regions 
 
Name Area KM² Population 2010 

Census 

Noord / Tanki Leendert 34.62 21,495 

Oranjestad West 9.29 13,976 

Oranjestad Oost 12.88 14,318 

Paradera 20.49 12,024 

San Nicolas Noord 23.19 10,433 

San Nicolas Zuid 9.64 4,850 

Santa Cruz 41.04 12,870 

Savaneta 27.76 11,518 

Total Aruba 178.91 101,484 
 

Infrastructure 
 

Aruba's Queen Beatrix International Airport is 
located near Oranjestad. According to the Aruba 
Airport Authority, almost 1.7 million travelers 
used the airport in 2005, 61% of whom were 
Americans. 
 
Aruba has two ports, Barcadera and Playa, 
which are located in Oranjestad and Barcadera. 
The Port of Playa services all the cruise-ship 
lines, including Royal Caribbean, Carnival Cruise 
Lines, NCL, Holland America Line, Disney Cruise 
Line and others. Nearly one million tourists enter 
this port per year. Aruba Ports Authority, owned 
and operated by the Aruban government, runs 
these seaports. 
 
Arubus is a government-owned bus company. Its 
buses operate from 3:30 a.m. until 12:30 a.m., 
365 days a year. Small private vans also provide 
transportation services in certain areas such 
Hotel Area, San Nicolaas, Santa Cruz and 
Noord. 
 
A street car service runs on rails on the 
Mainstreet. 
 

Communications 
 
There are three telecommunications providers: 
Setar, a government-based company, Mio 
Wireless and Digicel, both of which are privately 
owned. Setar is the provider of services such as 
internet, video conferencing, GSM wireless 
technology and land lines. Digicel is Setar's 

competitor in wireless technology using the GSM 
platform, and Mio Wireless provides wireless 
technology and services using CDMA. 
 
 

Government 
 
As a constituent country of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, Aruba's politics take place within a 
framework of a 21-member Parliament and an 
eight-member Cabinet. The governor of Aruba is 
appointed for a six-year term by the monarch, 
and the prime minister and deputy prime minister 
are elected by the Staten (or "Parlamento") for 
four-year terms. The Staten is made up of 21 
members elected by direct, popular vote to serve 
a four-year term. 
 
Together with the Netherlands, the countries of 
Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten form the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands. As they share the 
same Dutch citizenship, these four countries still 
also share the Dutch passport as the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands passport. As Aruba, Curaçao 
and Sint Maarten have small populations, the 
three countries had to limit immigration. To 
protect their population, they have the right to 
control the admission and expulsion of people 
from the Netherlands. 
 
Aruba is designated as a member of the 
Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT) and is 
thus officially not a part of the European Union, 
though Aruba can and does receive support from 
the European Development Fund. 
 

Politics 
 
The Aruban legal system is based on the Dutch 
model. In Aruba, legal jurisdiction lies with the 
Gerecht in Eerste Aanleg (Court of First 
Instance) on Aruba, the Gemeenschappelijk Hof 
van Justitie van Aruba, Curaçao, Sint Maarten en 
van Bonaire, Sint Eustatius en Saba (Joint Court 
of Justice of Aruba, Curaçao, Sint Maarten, and 
of Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba) and the 
Hoge Raad der Nederlanden (Supreme Court of 
Justice of the Netherlands). The Korps Politie 
Aruba (Aruba Police Force) is the island's law 
enforcement agency and operates district 
precincts in Oranjestad, Noord, San Nicolaas, 
and Santa Cruz, where it is headquartered. 
 
Deficit spending has been a staple in Aruba's 
history, and modestly high inflation has been 
present as well. By 2006, the government's debt 
had grown to 1.883 billion Aruban florins. Aruba 
received some development aid from the Dutch 
government each year through 2009, as part of a 
deal (signed as "Aruba's Financial 
Independence") in which the Netherlands 
gradually reduced its financial help to the island 
each successive year. 
 
In 2006, the Aruban government changed 
several tax laws to reduce the deficit. Direct 
taxes have been converted to indirect taxes as 
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proposed by the IMF. A 3% tax has been 
introduced on sales and services, while income 
taxes have been lowered and revenue taxes for 
business reduced by 20%. The government 
compensated workers with 3.1% for the effect 
that the B.B.O. would have on the inflation for 
2007. 
 

Education 
 

Aruba's educational system is patterned after the 
Dutch system of education. 
 

The Government of Aruba finances the public 
national education system 
 

There are mostly public schools, and there are 
private schools, including the International 
School of Aruba and Schakel College. 
 

There are two medical schools, Aureus 
University School of Medicine and Xavier 
University School of Medicine, as well as its own 
national university, the University of Aruba. 
 

Currency 

 
Aruban florin 
 
The florin (sign: Afl.; code: AWG) is the currency 
of Aruba. It is subdivided into 100 cents. The 
florin was introduced in 1986, replacing the 
Netherlands Antillean guilder at par. Although the 
Aruban florin is pegged with $1.79 USD, the 
commonly used street value is at $1.75 USD 
 
Coins 
 
In 1986, coins were introduced in denominations 
of 5, 10, 25 and 50 cents, 1 and 2 1⁄2 florin. 
Later, the 5 florin banknote was replaced by a 
square coin and the 2 1⁄2 florin coin was 
removed from circulation. The 5 florin was later 
in 2005 replaced with a round golden coin, 
because the old square 5 florin coin was too 
easy to counterfeit. All coins are struck in nickel-
bonded steel with exception of the 5 florin, which 
is an alloy of copper and other metals. The 50 
cent is the only square-shaped coin remaining, 
also commonly referred to as a "yotin" by the 
locals. 
 
On the back of each 1, 2 1⁄2 and 5 florin coins is 
the profile view of the current head of state of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands. From 1986 to 2013 
it was queen Beatrix and from 2014 onwards it is 
king Willem-Alexander. Moreover, only these 
coins have a writing on their edge, 'God Zij Met 
Ons' meaning 'God Be With Us'. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Banknotes 
 
The Central Bank of Aruba introduced banknotes 
in denominations of 5, 10, 25, 50 and 100 florin 
and dated January 1, 1986. In 1990, the bank 
issued the same denominations in a colorful new 
family of notes designed by Aruban artist Evelino 
Fingal. As director of the Archaeological 
Museum, Fingal found inspiration in old Indian 
paintings and pot shards. Fingal combined 
decorative motives found on pre-Columbian 
pottery with pictures of animals unique to the 
island. The 500-florin notes were introduced in 
1993, with the 5-florin note replaced by a square 
coin in 1995. 
 
As of 2003 a new print was started of the then 
already existing banknotes of 10, 25, 50, 100 
and 500 florin. These new banknotes were made 
with new safety features to counteract 
counterfeiting, but retained their look 
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Images of Aruba Phonecards are 

depicted below:- 
 

 
 

 
Above: Pelican Phonecard 
 

 
 

 
Above: Woman Exercising 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Above: Man, with hands in the air: These two 
phonecards are similar besides the “chip” 
technology. 
 

 
 

 
Above: Lighthouse California 


