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Above: Map – Caribbean map depicting Sint 
Maarten (Dutch) Saint-Martin (French) 
Nickname: The Friendly Island. 
 

 
Above: Enlarged Location Map –Depicting Sint 
Maarten (Dutch) Saint-Martin (French) 
Nickname: The Friendly Island. 

 

 
Above: Map - Native name: Sint Maarten (Dutch) 
Saint-Martin (French) Nickname: The Friendly 
Island 
 
The history of the Caribbean did not begin in 
1492 when Christopher Columbus landed in the 
Bahamas. The islands were already inhabited by  

 
the Ciboney, Arawak and Carib peoples from 
mainland America. The Ciboney were a food-
gathering and hunting people who may have 
migrated from Florida in southern North America. 
 

What was the diet of the Caribs? 
 
Human flesh was eaten boiled or barbecued. 
The Caribs did not eat mammee apple since it 
was considered as a food for the dead. 
Sometimes soup was made from agouti bones 
and ground provisions which were seasoned 
with pepper sauce, oysters and cassava flour. 

 

SINT MARTEN 
 
Sint Maarten (Dutch pronunciation: [sɪnt 
ˈmaːrtə(n)]) is an island country in the Caribbean. 
It is a constituent country of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands. With a population of 33,609 on an 
area of 34 km2 (13 sq mi), it encompasses the 
southern 40% of the divided island of Saint 
Martin, while the northern 60% of the island 
constitutes the French overseas collectivity of 
Saint-Martin. Sint Maarten's capital is 
Philipsburg. 
 
Before 10 October 2010, Sint Maarten was 
known as the Island Territory of Sint Maarten 
(Dutch: Eilandgebied Sint Maarten), and was 
one of five island territories (eilandgebieden) that 
constituted the Netherlands Antilles. 
 
On 6 and 7 September 2017, the island was hit 
by Category 5 Hurricane Irma, which caused 
widespread and significant damage to buildings 
and infrastructure. A total of two deaths had been 
reported as of 8 September. By then, "many 
inhabitants were devoid of basic necessities" and 
looting had become a serious problem. 
 
Sint Maarten has the 15th largest GDP per 
capita in the world (including territories) when 
measured by purchasing power parity, over three 
times as high as its French counterpart. 
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Above: Sint Maarten Flag 
 
In 1493, during Christopher Columbus' second 
voyage to the West Indies, upon first sighting the 
island he named it Isla de San Martín after Saint 
Martin of Tours because it was 11 November, St. 
Martin's Day. However, though he claimed it as a 
Spanish territory, Columbus never landed there, 
and Spain made the settlement of the island a 
low priority. 
 
The French and Dutch, on the other hand, both 
coveted the island. While the French wanted to 
colonize the islands between Trinidad and 
Bermuda, the Dutch found San Martín a 
convenient halfway point between their colonies 
in New Amsterdam (present day New York) and 
Brazil. With few people inhabiting the island, the 
Dutch easily founded a settlement there in 1631, 
erecting Fort Amsterdam as protection from 
invaders. Jan Claeszen Van Campen became its 
first governor, and soon thereafter the Dutch 
West India Company began its salt mining 
operations. French and British settlements 
sprang up on the island as well. Taking note of 
these successful colonies and wanting to 
maintain their control of the salt trade, the 
Spanish now found St. Martin much more 
appealing. The Eighty Years' War which had 
been raging between Spain and the Netherlands 
provided further incentive to attack. 
 
Spanish forces captured Saint Martin from the 
Dutch in 1633, seizing control and driving most 
or all of the colonists off the island. At Point 
Blanche, they built what is now Old Spanish Fort 
to secure the territory. Although the Dutch 
retaliated in several attempts to win back St. 
Martin, they failed. Fifteen years after the 
Spanish conquered the island, the Eighty Years' 
War ended. Since they no longer needed a base 
in the Caribbean and St. Martin barely turned a 
profit, the Spanish lost their inclination to 
continue defending it. In 1648, they deserted the 
island. 
 
With St. Martin free again, both the Dutch and 
the French jumped at the chance to re-establish 
their settlements. Dutch colonists came from St. 
Eustatius, while the French came from St. Kitts. 
After some initial conflict, both sides realized that 
neither would yield easily. Preferring to avoid an 
all-out war, they signed the Treaty of Concordia 
in 1648, which divided the island in two. During 
the treaty's negotiation, the French had a fleet of 

naval ships off shore, which they used as a 
threat to bargain more land for themselves. In 
spite of the treaty, relations between the two 
sides were not always cordial. Between 1648 
and 1816, conflicts changed the border sixteen 
times. The entire island came under effective 
French control from 1795 when Netherlands 
became a puppet state under the French Empire 
until 1815. In the end, the French came out 
ahead with 53 km2 (20 sq mi; 61%) against 34 
km2 (13 sq mi; 39%) on the Dutch side. 
 
With the new cultivation of cotton, tobacco, and 
sugar, the French and the Dutch imported a 
massive number of slaves to work on the 
plantations. The slave population quickly grew 
larger than that of the land owners. Subjected to 
cruel treatment, slaves staged rebellions, and 
their overwhelming numbers made it impossible 
to ignore their concerns. In 1848, the French 
abolished slavery in their colonies including the 
French side of St. Martin. Slaves on the Dutch 
side of the island protested and threatened to 
flee to the French side to seek asylum. The local 
Dutch authorities then freed the colonies' slaves. 
While this decree was respected locally, it was 
not until 1863 when the Dutch abolished slavery 
in all of their island colonies that the slaves 
became legally free. 
 

20th century 
 
After abolition of slavery, plantation culture 
declined and the island's economy suffered. In 
1939, St. Martin received a major boost when it 
was declared a duty-free port. In 1941, the island 
was shelled by a German U-boat during World 
War II. The Dutch side began focusing on 
tourism in the 1950s, with the French side 
following suit two decades later. Because of 
being split up into a Dutch and a French part, the 
tourist boom was heavier on Sint Maarten than 
on the surrounding islands. Its Princess Juliana 
International Airport became one of the busiest 
in the Eastern Caribbean. For much of this 
period, Sint Maarten was governed by business 
tycoon Claude Wathey of the Democratic Party. 
 
The island's demographics changed dramatically 
during this period as well. The island's population 
increased from a mere 5,000 people to around 
60,000 people in the mid-1990s. Immigration 
from the neighbouring Lesser Antilles, Curaçao, 
Haiti, the Dominican Republic, the United States, 
Europe, and Asia turned the native population 
into a minority. 
 
Sint Maarten became an "island territory" 
(eilandgebied in Dutch) of the Netherlands 
Antilles in 1983. Before that date, Sint Maarten 
was part of the island territory of the Windward 
Islands, together with Saba and Sint Eustatius. 
The status of an island territory entails 
considerable autonomy summed up in the Island 
Regulation of the Netherlands Antilles. The 
island territory of Sint Maarten was ruled by an 
island council, an executive council, and a 
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Lieutenant Governor (Dutch: gezaghebber) 
appointed by the Dutch Crown. 
 
On 5 September 1995, Hurricane Luis 
hammered the islands causing extensive 
damage 35 years to the day after Hurricane 
Donna. Then 22 years and one day later, 
September 6, 2017, the island was hit by 
category 5 Hurricane Irma which caused 
widespread devastation. 
 

21st century 
 
In 1994, the Kingdom of the Netherlands and 
France signed the Franco-Dutch treaty on Saint 
Martin border controls, which allows for joint 
Franco-Dutch border controls on so-called "risk 
flights". After some delay, the treaty was ratified 
in November 2006 in the Netherlands, and 
subsequently entered into force on 1 August 
2007. Though the treaty is now in force, its 
provisions are not yet implemented as the 
working group specified in the treaty is not yet 
installed. 
 
On 10 October 2010, Sint Maarten became a 
constituent country (Dutch: Land Sint Maarten) 
within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, making it 
a constitutional equal partner with Aruba, 
Curaçao, and the Netherlands proper. Sint 
Maarten has been assigned the ISO 3166-1 
alpha-2 country codes of SXM and SX, and the 
.sx Internet ccTLD became available to register 
on 15 November 2012. 
 
The combined population of the two territories 
has continued to grow, albeit at a slower rate, 
and as of (2013) around 75,000. 
 

 
Above: The port in Sint Maarten after 
Hurricane Irma 
 

 

 

Above: Damaged buildings in the wake of 
Hurricane Irma 
 
Hurricane Irma caused extensive damage in 
September 2017. The Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands told the news media on 8 
September that the airport in Sint Maarten was 
again ready to receive flights and that aid, as 
well as police officers and military personnel, 
were on their way. The Prime Minister of Sint 
Maarten had already asked the Dutch 
government for extended relief assistance which 
began to arrive on 8 September. Reports on 9 
September indicated that 70% of the 
infrastructure on the Dutch part had been 
destroyed. The government issued a Tropical 
Storm Warning on 8 September since the 
Category 4 Hurricane Jose was approaching. 
Princess Juliana Airport was extensively 
damaged but reopened on a partial basis in two 
days to allow incoming relief flights and for flights 
that would take evacuees to other islands. 
 
The government of the Netherlands was sending 
aid, as well as additional police and military, 
since looting was a serious problem. A statement 
by the Prime Minister summarized the situation 
on 8 September. "We've lost many, many 
homes. Schools have been destroyed. We 
foresee a loss of the tourist season because of 
the damage that was done to hotel properties, 
the negative publicity that one would have that 
it's better to go somewhere else because it's 
destroyed. So that will have a serious impact on 
our economy." At the time, preparations were 
being made as Hurricane Jose approached the 
island. Government estimates on 9 September 
indicated that 70 percent of houses were badly 
damaged or destroyed; much of the population 
was living in shelters pending the arrival of Jose. 
Thankfully, this second hurricane did not have a 
significant impact on the island. 
 
Widespread looting had started and a state of 
emergency was announced; some 230 soldiers 
from the Netherlands were patrolling. Additional 
Dutch troops were expected. By 10 September, 
some 1,200 Americans had been evacuated to 
Puerto Rico from Sint Maarten by military aircraft 
during a time of looting and violence. On that 
date, Royal Caribbean International said that the 
company was sending its Adventure of the Seas 
to Saint-Martin and to St. Thomas to provide 
supplies and to offer evacuation services. The 
ship arrived on the island on 10 September with 
water, ice, garbage bags, clothing and canned 
food; she evacuated 320 people. By 11 
September, King Willem-Alexander had already 
arrived in Curaçao and was scheduled to visit St. 
Maarten, St. Eustatius and Saba. A survey by the 
Dutch Red Cross estimated that nearly a third of 
the buildings in Sint Maarten had been destroyed 
and that over 90 percent of structures on the 
island had been damaged. 
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SAINT MARTIN: 
 
Saint Martin (French: Saint-Martin; Dutch: Sint 
Maarten) is an island in the northeast Caribbean 
Sea, approximately 300 km (190 mi) east of 
Puerto Rico. The 87-square-kilometre (34 sq mi) 
island is divided roughly 60/40 between the 
French Republic (53 km2, 20 sq mi) and the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands (34 km2, 13 sq mi), 
but the two parts are roughly equal in population. 
It is the world's smallest inhabited island divided 
between two nations. The division dates to 1648. 
The southern Dutch part comprises Sint Maarten 
and is one of four constituent countries that form 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. The northern 
French part comprises the Collectivité de Saint-
Martin (Collectivity of St Martin) and is an 
overseas collectivity of France. 
 
On 1 January 2009, the population of the whole 
island was 77,741 inhabitants, with 40,917 living 
on the Dutch side, and 36,824 on the French 
side. 
 
Collectively, the two territories are known as "St-
Martin / St Maarten", or sometimes "SXM", the 
IATA identifier for Princess Juliana International 
Airport, the island's main airport. St. Martin (the 
French portion) received the ISO 3166-1 code 
MF in October 2007. The Dutch part changed in 
status to a country within the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in 2010 and was given the code SX. 
 
Saint Martin has a land area of 87 km2 (34 sq 
mi), 53 km2 (20 sq mi) of which is under the 
sovereignty of France, and 34 km2 (13 sq mi) 
under the sovereignty of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands. This is the only land border shared 
by France and the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
anywhere. 
 
The main cities are Philipsburg (Dutch side) and 
Marigot (French side). The Dutch side is more 
heavily populated. The largest settlement on the 
entire island is Lower Prince's Quarter, on the 
Dutch side. 
 
The highest hilltop is the Pic Paradis (424 
metres (1,391 ft)) in the center of a hill chain on 
the French side. Both sides are hilly with large 
mountain peaks. This forms a valley where many 
houses are located. There are no rivers on the 
island, but many dry gullies. Hiking trails give 
access to the dry forest covering tops and 
slopes. 
 
The island is located south of Anguilla, separated 
from the British territory by the Anguilla Channel. 
Saint Martin is northwest of Saint Barthélemy, 
separated from the French territory by the Saint-
Barthélemy Channel. It is one of the 
Renaissance Islands. 
 

History 
 
In 1493, explorer Christopher Columbus (1451-
1506), embarked on his second voyage to the 

New World on behalf of King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella I of Spain. According to legend, 
Columbus sighted and perhaps anchored at the 
island of Saint Martin on November 11, 1493, the 
feast day of Saint Martin of Tours. In his honor, 
Columbus then named the island "San Martin". 
This name was translated to "Sint Maarten" 
(Dutch), "Saint-Martin" (French) and "Saint 
Martin" in English. 
 
At Columbus' time, St. Martin was populated, if 
at all, by Carib amerindians. The former Arawaks 
had been chased by the Caribs coming from the 
north coast of South America a short time before 
the arrival of the Spaniards who followed in 
Columbus' wake. The Arawaks were agricultural 
people who fashioned pottery and whose social 
organization was headed by hereditary chieftains 
who derived their power from personal deities 
called zemis. The Caribs' territory was not 
completely conquered until the mid-17th century 
when most of them perished in the struggle 
between the French, English (later British), 
Dutch, Danes and Spanish for control of the 
West Indies islands around the Caribbean Sea. 
 
The Dutch first began to ply the island's ponds 
for salt in the 1620s. Despite the Dutch presence 
on the island, the Spaniards recaptured St. 
Martin in 1633. One year later, they built a fort 
(now Fort Amsterdam, near Philipsburg) and 
another artillery battery at Pointe Blanche to 
assert their claim and control access to Great 
Bay salt pond A massive influx of African 
slaves[citation needed] took place in the 18th 
century with the development of sugarcane 
plantations by the French and Dutch. Slavery 
was abolished in the first half of the 19th century. 
On some of their territories the British imported 
Chinese and South Asians to take the place of 
slaves. Thus, St. Martin and the other islands are 
populated by a mixture of Amerindian, European, 
African, Indian and Asian peoples. 
 
 
On 23 March 1648, the Kingdom of France and 
the Dutch Republic agreed to divide the island 
between their two territories, with the signing of 
the Treaty of Concordia. Folklore surrounds the 
history of the once ever-changing border division 
between St. Martin and Sint Maarten, and a 
popular story among locals narrates that "to 
divide the island into two sections, [in 1648] the 
inhabitants were told to choose two walkers, one 
chosen by the French-dominated community and 
the other one by the Dutch-dominated 
community, who were put back to back in one 
extreme of the island, making them walk in 
opposite directions while stuck to the littoral line, 
and not allowing them to run. The point where 
they eventually met was set as the other extreme 
of the island, and the subsequently created line 
was chosen as the frontier, dividing Saint-Martin 
from Sint Maarten. Seemingly, the French walker 
had walked more than his Dutch counterpart 
(they earned their respective lands 54 km² and 
32 km²). The French locals' explanation for this 
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discrepancy is that, as the first man chose wine 
as his stimulant prior to the race, while the latter 
chose Jenever (Dutch Gin), the difference 
between such beverages' lightness was said to 
be the cause of the territorial differences. The 
Dutch locals instead accuse the French walker 
of running. 
 

Culture and tourism 
 
St. Martin's Dutch side is known for its festive 
nightlife, beaches, jewellery, drinks made with 
native rum-based guavaberry liquors, and 
casinos. The island's French side is known for its 
nude beaches, clothes, shopping (including 
outdoor markets), and French and Indian 
Caribbean cuisine. English is the most 
commonly spoken language along with a local 
dialect. The official languages are French for 
Saint-Martin, and both Dutch and English for Sint 
Maarten. Other common languages include 
various French-based creoles (spoken by 
immigrants from other French Caribbean 
islands), Spanish (spoken by immigrants from 
the Dominican Republic and various South 
American countries), and Papiamento (spoken 
by immigrants from Aruba, Bonaire and 
Curaçao). 
 
Among the leading cultural artists of the island 
are Youth Waves, music band; Isidore "Mighty 
Dow" York, kaisonian, panman; Roland 
Richardson, Impressionist painter; Ruby Bute, 
painter; Nicole de Weever, dancer and Broadway 
star; Lasana M. Sekou, poet, author, 
independence advocate; Clara Reyes, 
choreographer; and Tanny and The Boys, string 
band music group. 
 
Public buses are the primary mode of 
transportation for visitors staying on the island. 
Traffic on the island has become a major 
problem. Long traffic jams between Marigot, 
Philipsburg and the airport are common. 
 
In recent years sargassum weed has arrived on 
the south ("Dutch") shoreline, but the northern 
French coast is generally free of the weed. 
 
Because the island is located along the 
intertropical convergence zone, it is occasionally 
threatened by Atlantic hurricane activity in the 
late summer and early fall. 
 
Neighbouring islands include Saint Barthélemy 
(French), Anguilla (British), Saba (Dutch), Sint 
Eustatius "Statia" (Dutch), Saint Kitts and Nevis 
(independent, formerly British). With the 
exception of Nevis, all of these islands are easily 
visible on a clear day from St. Martin. 
 
Images of Sint Maarten / Saint Martin 
Phonecards and SIM card are depicted below:- 
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Above: Typical image of a SIM Card 
 


