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Above: Maldives Flag 
 
The Maldives (/ˈmɒldiːvz/ or /ˈmɔːldaɪvz/ 

(About this sound listen); Dhivehi: ެެިދެވިހާރްއޖ 

Dhivehi Raa'jey), officially the Republic of 
Maldives, is a South Asian island country, 
located in the Indian Ocean, situated in the 
Arabian Sea. It lies southwest of Sri Lanka 
and India. The chain of 26 atolls stretches 
from Ihavandhippolhu Atoll in the north to 
the Addu City in the south. Comprising a 
territory spanning roughly 298 square 
kilometres (115 sq mi), the Maldives is one 
of the world's most geographically dispersed 
countries, as well as the smallest Asian 
country by both land area and population, 
with around 427,756 inhabitants. Malé is the 
capital and most populated city, traditionally 
called the "King's Island" for its central 
location. 
 
The Maldives archipelago is located atop 
the Chagos-Laccadive Ridge, a vast 
submarine mountain range in the Indian 
Ocean, which also forms a terrestrial 
ecoregion, together with the Chagos and the 
Lakshadweep. With an average ground-
level elevation of 1.5 metres (4 ft 11 in) 
above sea level, it is the world's lowest 
country, with even its highest natural point 
being the lowest in the world, at 2.4 metres 

(7 ft 10 in). Due to the consequent risks 
posed by rising sea levels, the government 
pledged in 2009 to make the Maldives a 
carbon-neutral country by 2019. 
 

 
Above: GPT Phonecard from Maldives 
 
The Maldivian archipelago took to Islam in 
the 12th century and consolidated as a 
sultanate, developing strong commercial 
and cultural ties with Asia and Africa. From 
the mid 16th-century, the region came under 
the increasing influence of European 
colonial powers, with the Maldives becoming 
a British protectorate in 1887. Independence 
from the United Kingdom was achieved in 
1965 and a presidential republic was 
established in 1968 with an elected People's 
Majlis. The ensuing decades have been 
characterised by political instability, efforts at 
democratic reform, and environmental 
challenges posed by climate change. 
 
The Maldives is a founding member of the 
South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC). It is also a member 
of the United Nations, the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, and the Non Aligned 
Movement. The World Bank classifies the 
Maldives as having an upper middle income 
economy. Fishing has historically been the 
dominant economic activity, and remains the 
largest sector by far, followed by the rapidly 
growing tourism industry. Along with Sri 
Lanka, it is one of only two South Asian 
countries rated "high" on the Human 
Development Index, with its per capita 
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income one of the highest among SAARC 
nations. 
 
The Maldives was a Commonwealth 
republic from July 1982 until its withdrawal 
from the Commonwealth in October 2016 in 
protest of international criticism of its 
records in relation to corruption and human 

rights. 

 

 
Above: Maldives phonecard 

 
The name "Maldives" may derive from the 
Tamil words maalai (garland / evening) and 

theevu (island), or මාල දිවයින (Maala 

Divaina, "Necklace Islands") in Sinhala. The 
Maldivian people are called Dhivehin. The 
word theevu (archaic heevu, related to Tamil 

தீவு, dheevu) means "island", and Dhives 

(Dhivehin) means "islanders" (i.e., 
Maldivians). 
 
The ancient Sri Lankan chronicle 
Mahawamsa refers to an island called 

Mahiladiva ("Island of Women", महिलाहिभ) in 

Pali, which is probably a mistranslation of 
the same Sanskrit word meaning "garland". 
 
Jan S Hogendorn, Grossman Professor of 
Economics, theorises that the name 
Maldives derives from the Sanskrit 

mālādvīpa (मालाद्वीप), meaning "garland of 

islands". In Tamil, "Garland of Islands" can 
be translated as Malai Theevu 

(மாலைதத்ீவு). In Malayalam, "Garland 

of Islands" can be translated as 

Maladweepu (മാലദ്വീപ്). In Kannada, 

"Garland of Islands" can be translated as 

Maaledweepa (ಮಾಲೆದ್ವ ೀಪ). None of these 

names is mentioned in any literature, but 
classical Sanskrit texts dating back to the 
Vedic period mention the "Hundred 
Thousand Islands" (Lakshadweepa), a 
generic name which would include not only 
the Maldives, but also the Laccadives, 
Aminidivi Islands, Minicoy, and the Chagos 
island groups. 
 
Some medieval travellers such as Ibn 

Battuta called the islands Mahal Dibiyat (محل 
 ,from the Arabic word mahal ("palace") (دبيأت
which must be how the Berber traveller 
interpreted the local name, having been 
through Muslim North India, where Perso-
Arabic words were introduced to the local 
vocabulary. This is the name currently 
inscribed on the scroll in the Maldive state 
emblem. The classical Persian/Arabic name 
for Maldives is Dibajat. The Dutch referred 
to the islands as the Maldivische Eilanden 
(pronounced [mɑlˈdivisə ˈɛi̯lɑndə(n)]), while 
the British anglicised the local name for the 
islands first to the "Maldive Islands" and 
later to "Maldives". 
 
Garcia da Orta writes in his conversational 
book first published in 1563 as follows: "I 
must tell you that I have heard it said that 
the natives do not call it Maldiva but 
Nalediva. In the Malabar language nale 
means four and diva island. So that in that 
language the word signifies "four islands," 
while we, corrupting the name, call it 
Maldiva." 
 

Geography 

 
The Maldives consists of 1,192 coral islands 
grouped in a double chain of 26 atolls, along 
the north-south direction, spread over 
roughly 90,000 square kilometres (35,000 
sq mi), making this one of the world's most 
dispersed countries. It lies between latitudes 
1°S and 8°N, and longitudes 72° and 74°E. 
The atolls are composed of live coral reefs 
and sand bars, situated atop a submarine 
ridge 960 kilometres (600 mi) long that rises 
abruptly from the depths of the Indian 
Ocean and runs north to south. 
Only near the southern end of this natural 
coral barricade do two open passages 
permit safe ship navigation from one side of 
the Indian Ocean to the other through the 
territorial waters of Maldives. For 
administrative purposes, the Maldivian 
government organised these atolls into 21 
administrative divisions. The largest island 
of Maldives is Gan, which belongs to Laamu 
Atoll or Hahdhummathi Maldives. In Addu 
Atoll, the westernmost islands are 
connected by roads over the reef 
(collectively called Link Road) and the total 
length of the road is 14 km (9 mi). 
 
Maldives is the lowest country in the world, 
with maximum and average natural ground 
levels of only 2.4 metres (7 ft 10 in) and 1.5 
metres (4 ft 11 in) above sea level, 
respectively. In areas where construction 
exists, however, this has been increased to 
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several metres. More than 80 per cent of the 
country's land is composed of coral islands 
which rise less than one metre above sea 
level. As a result, the Maldives are at high 
risk of being submerged due to rising sea 
levels. The UN's environmental panel has 
warned that, at current rates, sea level rise 
would be high enough to make the Maldives 
uninhabitable by 2100. 

 

 
Above: Malhosmadulhu Atoll seen from 

space. ‘fasdutere” and southern 

Maalhosmadulhu Atoll can be seen in 

this picture. 

 

Tourism 
 
The Maldives remained largely unknown to 
tourists until the early 1970s. Only 185 
islands are home to its 300,000 inhabitants. 
The other islands are used entirely for 
economic purposes, of which tourism and 
agriculture are the most dominant. Tourism 
accounts for 28% of the GDP and more than 
60% of the Maldives' foreign exchange 
receipts. Over 90% of government tax 
revenue comes from import duties and 
tourism-related taxes. 
 
The development of tourism fostered the 
overall growth of the country's economy. It 
created direct and indirect employment and 
income generation opportunities in other 
related industries. The first tourist resorts 
were opened in 1972 with Bandos island 
resort and Kurumba Village (the current 

name is Kurumba Maldives), which 
transformed the Maldives economy. 
 
According to the Ministry of Tourism, the 
emergence of tourism in 1972 transformed 
the economy, moving rapidly from 
dependence on fisheries to tourism. In just 
three and a half decades, the industry 
became the main source of income. 
Tourism was also the country's biggest 
foreign currency earner and the single 
largest contributor to the GDP. As of 2008, 
89 resorts in the Maldives offered over 
17,000 beds and hosted over 600,000 
tourists annually. 
 
The number of resorts increased from 2 to 
92 between 1972 and 2007. As of 2007, 
over 8,380,000 tourists had visited Maldives. 
 

 
Above: typical accomodation image in 

Maldives 
  
Visitors to the Maldives do not need to apply 
for a visa pre-arrival, regardless of their 
country of origin, provided they have a valid 
passport, proof of onward travel, and the 
money to be self-sufficient while in the 
country. 
 

 
Above: Maldive Phonecard – The Grand 
Friday Mosque & the islamic Centre - Male 
 
Most visitors arrive at Malé International 
Airport, on Hulhulé Island, adjacent to the 
capital Malé. The airport is served by flights 
to and from India, Sri Lanka, Doha, Dubai, 
Singapore, Istanbul, and major airports in 
South-East Asia, as well as charters from 
Europe. Gan Airport, on the southern atoll of 
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Addu, also serves an international flight to 
Milan several times a week. British Airways 
offers direct flights to the Maldives around 
2–3 times per week. 
 
 

Telecommunications 
 

 
 

Dhiraagu (Dhivehi:  ެިދާރގ) is the first 

Maldivian telecommunications company, 
which was established in 1988. 
 
The name "Dhiraagu" is an acronym for 
Dhivehi Raajjeygé Gulhun (Dhivehi: 

ންެ ިދެވިހާރްއޖޭގެެ ޅ  ގ  ) - Literally: Connection of 

Maldives. 
 
Dhiraagu maintains one of the world's 
longest microwave links over water. This 65 
km link across the equator connects 
Fuvahmulah and Gaafu Dhaalu - and 
therefore Gaafu Alifu atoll. 
 

 
Above: Maldives Technicians depicted on a 
chip phonecard. 
 

 
Above: Maldives Phonecard 
 
Though Dhiraagu is the first Maldivian 

telecommunications company, it's not the 
first to start the service. Telecommunication 
service in the Maldives was officially started 
on December 23, 1943, by the Maldivian 
government. On May 17, 1977 Cable and 
Wireless started its operations as the 
telecom provider. Later, in 1988, Cable and 
Wireless and the government of the 
Maldives formed a joint venture company, 
Dhiraagu, making it the first ever Maldivian 
telecommunication company. Later it 
became a public company and currently the 
Maldivian government holds 41.8% share of 
the company, 52% is owned by Batelco and 
6.2% is owned by the general public. 
 

 
Above: Maldives telecommunication tower 
depicted on a Chip phonecard 
 

INFORMATION FOUND ON THE 

INTERNET - DHIRAAGU 

SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHES THE 

NEW DHIMOBILE GSM SERVICE TO 

EXISTING MOBILE CUSTOMERS 

 
27 October 1999 (Quoted) 
 
Dhiraagu has successfully launched the 
new GSM service to existing mobile 
customers on the 24th of October 1999. 
 
Already Dhiraagu has connected more than 
1000 customers who are now enjoying the 
benefits of the new DhiMobile service. The 
number of GSM customers continues to 
grow daily. 
 
The new GSM service already provides the 
additional services of call forwarding, call 
waiting and call hold. Customers should 
refer to their user handbooks to learn how to 
use these services. Other new services will 
be introduced in the future in line with earlier 
announcements. 
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Above: Dhi Mobile brand 

 

 
Above: Recharge phonecard with Dhi 
Mobile branding 

 

 
Above: It would appear as if the Branding 
has changed. 

 

 

 

 
 

Ooredoo Maldives (formerly Wataniya 
Maldives is a mobile operator in the 
Maldives, owned by Ooredoo Group. 
 

History 
 
The firm was issued a licence as the new 

mobile phone operator in February 2005. 
Ooredoo Maldives was selected after a 
bidding process with three other companies. 
All the bidders proposed competitive tariffs, 
but Ooredoo Maldives was investing heavily 
to deliver new services in the fastest 
possible time thus succeeded the 
competition. Currently they are providing 
GSM services throughout Maldives, with 
other value-added services. Ooredoo 
Maldives, is also the first to launch a 3.5G 
HSDPA network in the Maldives, on April 17, 
2008, offering video calls and high speed 
mobile data connectivity. 
 
Registered as a service provider in GCC, 
Ooredoo is already a leading mobile phone 
operator in the Middle East and North Africa. 
It is proven that Ooredoo is currently serving 
a total of more than three million customers 
in Asia. 
 
Ooredoo Maldives is the sole competitor of 
Dhiraagu, the very first Maldivian 
telecommunications company. Dhiraagu 
dominated the market for a period of 17 
years, being the only operator for that 
period. 
 

Current standing 

 
The Company is part of the Ooredoo Group, 
an international telecommunications service 
provider with a customer base of over 138 
Million spread across 10 countries as at 
December 31, 2016. The “Ooredoo” brand 
has been valued at USD 3.1 Billion and 
recognized amongst the world’s top fifty 
most valuable telecommunications brand by 
the leading intangible asset valuation 
consultancy, Brand Finance, in their 
“Telecoms 500 2017” report published on 
February 27, 2017. 
 

 
 
 
 

Raajjé Online (ROL) (Dhivehi: ެެޮއްނަލިއންެ ާރްއޖ ) 

is a broadband internet service provided by 
Focus Infocom Private Limited. 
 

History 
 
ROL internet services was initially delivered 
using fixed and wireless (nomadic/mobile) 
radio technology. 
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Investor Relations 

 
WARF Telecom International - a joint 
venture company formed between Ooredoo 
Maldives, Reliance Infocomm of India and 
Focus Infocom to install a Submarine fibre 
cable system between Maldives and India 
linking Maldives to the global submarine 
fibre cable system. 
 
Some Images of Maldives Phonecards are 
depicted below:- 
 

 
Above: Chip Phonecard  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Above: 3 x Prepaid recharge Phonecard 
images 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

For referencing of Maldives phonecards, 

collectors can make use of the below 

World phonecard Catalogue, published 

by MV Cards. 
 

 
 


