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Above: Flag of Falkland 
 
The Falkland Islands are a British dependency in 
the Southern Atlantic Ocean 480 km east of the 
South American coast on the Patagonian Shelf. 
Argentina also claims ownership of the islands, 
which they call the Islas Malvinas.   
 
The territory includes two large islands (East and 
West Falklands) and about 780 smaller ones 
scattered about the southern ocean covering 
some 12200 sq km. The climate is cool and 
damp! 
 

 
 

 
Above: Argentinian Phonecard – depicting map 
of Falkland 

The population is about 3400 plus 1200 British 
troops. The Islanders are mainly of British 
decent, but include Chileans, French, 
Scandinavians and some from St. Helena. The 
capital, Stanley, is on East Falkland. The territory 
is self-governing with foreign affairs and security 
handled by the UK. 
 

 
 

 
Above: Two phonecards depicting Stanley 
 
Once home to whaling stations, the main 
industries today are fishing, tourism and sheep 
farming. The discovery of oil within its territorial 
waters could bring either greater prosperity or a 
great international headache. 
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The initial European discovery of the Islands is 
shrouded in controversy. The French, British, 
Spanish and Argentinians have all had a 
settlement there at some time. 
 
The name Falklands was given to the sound 
between the two main islands by the English sea 
captain John Strong in 1690. He named it after 
the 5th Viscount Falkland, treasurer of the British 
Navy. The French explorer Louis-Antoine 
Bouganville named the islands the Iles Malounes 
in 1764 after the port of St. Malo from whence 
ships to the islands departed. He claimed them 
for France. 
 
In 1766 the British also put down a stake with a 
settlement of their own. The French later ceded 
the Islands to Spain who renamed the French 
settlement Puerto Soledad and administered it 
from Buenos Aires. The British pulled out in 1774 
but left a plaque claiming the Islands for King 
George the Third. Spain then ceded them to 
Argentina on their independence. However, the 
Brits were back in force in 1832  to assert British 
rule. 
 
And so it went on until 1965, when the UN 
resolved that Argentina and the UK should sit 
down like good children and negotiate a peaceful 
solution. 
 
Negotiations followed with the Argentinians even 
being allowed to build an airbase at Stanley and 
trade with Argentina was brisk. However,in 1972 
the Islanders petitioned the British Parliament. 
Naturally they did not particularly want to be 
Argentinian, especially as at the time Argentina 
was run by a bunch of generals with a very bad 
human rights record. Although Margaret 
Thatcher considered giving the Island to 
Argentina as part of a cost cutting exercise, it did 
not make good sense to negotiate away one of 
Britain's last foreign possessions. 
 
Britain broke off negotiations and the generals 
invaded. 
 
In 1982 Margaret Thatcher went to war! It was 
one thing to give the Islands away, but to have 
them taken by force, that she could not bide! 
It is always a good idea to go to war when things 
are not going well at home. Both the generals 
and Mrs Thatcher were losing popularity and the 
cry of Patriotism took people’s minds off their 
more mundane problems. 
 
The war lasted just over two months. From 2nd 
April to 14th June 1982. Britain won and Mrs 
Thatcher’s popularity soared. 649 Argentinians 
died, so did 255 British soldiers and 3 Falkland 
Islanders. Britain lost the HMS Sheffield and the 
Argentinians the General Belgrano. It took years 
to remove the 20,000 land mines and 7 years for 
the two nations to start talking to one another. 
British troops are now permanently stationed on 
the Islands. 
 

The Falklands War cost the UK $1.9 billion. It 
probably would have been cheaper to buy the 
Island from Argentina. The generals would have 
had more money to spend on arms from the 
USA and no one would have died. 
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Above: Phonecard – HMS Iron Duke 
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Above: Phonecard – Royal Engineer 
 

 
Above: Phonecard – Phantom Fighter 
 
The Falklands have been called the "Gateway to 
the Antarctic". They are a strategically important 
stop over for expeditions to the British Antarctic 
Territory and the southern islands with names 
that remind me of my preprinted school boy 
stamp album. Names like South Georgia, South 
Shetlands and the Falkland Dependencies.  
 
Also in my album were two similar stamps from 
Argentina, one map including the Islands as 
theirs and the other with the Islands missing. 
 

 
 

 
Above; Two Gateway to the Antarctic 
Phonecards 
 

 
Above: Phonecard – RRS Bransfield 
 
 
Obviously, the Islands do not lend themselves to 
tall trees. However, the grassland and scrub are 
home to a number of Penguin species and other 
sea birds. Upland Geese and one thrush. They 
are also an important breeding ground for Black-
Browed Albatross Altogether 63 species breed 
on the islands. 
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Above: Phonecard – Rock hopper penguin 
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Above: Phonecard – King cormorant 
 

 
Above: Phonecard – King penguin 
 

 
Above: Phonecard – Upland geese 
 

 
Above: Phonecard – Black-browed albatross   
 

 
Above: Phonecard – Falklands thrush 

Sea lions and Sea Elephants also make the 
Islands their home. 
 
Unfortunately introduced mammal species like 
reindeer, hare, rabbit, cats, brown rats and the 
Patagonian fox have become a major problem 
for the wildlife. 
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Above: Phonecard – Sea Elephants 
 
 

 
Above: Phonecard – Army Phonecard 
 
    

 
Above: Typical Remote Memory Phonecard. 


